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the action of certain Senators from the Southern 
States, myself included, upon the bill for the ree- 
pe * se : 
jamation of fugitive slaves, which passed during 
the last Congress, and which formed one of that 
series of measures which some gentlemen term the | 
compromise. In order that I may be distinetly 
understood upon this question, I will ask the per- 
mission of the Senate to read the remarks made 
py the Senator from Mississippi during the present 
gession, so far as they refer to it. Those remarks, 
as reported, were as follow: 

« [tis alse not forgetten by me, and T hope that it is not 
forgotten by the Senate either, that this particular act would 
have been passed by the two Houses of Congress at a much | 
earlier period of the session before the last than it was, but 
for the fact that it was not deemed politic by certain South 
ern Senators, who had special charge of the subject, to re- 
port a bill for the recaption and restoration of fugitives from 
service until it should be ascertained that all the other ques- 
tions connectéd with the subject of domestic slavery were 
likely to be satisfactorily disposed of in Congress. The | 
Senate will remember my former exposition of this matter 
here, and cannot have forgotten my statement of an im- 
portant matter of fact connected with this delicate point, 
when I declared, in hearing of honorable Senators from the 
South, who eowld net deny the truth of what I said, that 
the honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] and 
other Senators from the States of the North, now present, 
and whom I could easily name, requested me to see the 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] and the Senator from 
South Carolina, te whein Tam now replying, ata very early 
day of the session then in progress, and to urge upon them 
both the importance of their reporting a bill without delay 
which, when it should become a law, would secure full 
justice to the South in regard to fugitives from service, 
pledging themselves to vote for any bill which should be 
thus reported, which should be free from constitutional ob- 


iechons. The motives of honorable Senators in not report- | 


ing this bill earlier [ have never arraigned, nor do [ on the 


present occasion. They were doubtless conscientious in | 


their action, though I thought them at the time injudicious 
in the course adopted by them, as I still do; the reason 
given me for delaying the reporting of this bill, that if the 
question involved therein should be satisfactorily adjusted 
at that time, it might prove impossible thereafter to rouse 
the border States to energetic action in codperation with the 
other Senthern States, for the vindication of their essential 
rights, never having been considered by me to be of a char- 


acter sufficiently solid to entitle it to operate potentially | 


upon the deliberations of Qongress.”’ 

Such is the reference made to this subject by 
the Senator from Mississippi, as contained in the 
report from which I read. He said there, and 
said correctly, that a like reference had been made 
to the same subject at a former time, his purpose 
being then, as it was the other day, to show that 
those Senators who it was supposed had the most 
= charge of the bill caverta’ to, had not 


rought it forward or pressed it upon the considera- | 


tion of the Senate in such a manner as the Senator 


from Mississippi, and those Northern Senators | 


with whom he advised, deemed it became them to 
do. I have looked back to his former reference 
to this subject, and desire now to give a history 
of the action of the Senate on that bill, and of 
the agency of those having it in charge, so far 
as the same has been’ questioned by the Senator— 
that series of measures to which I have adverted, 
and which is called ‘the compromise.’’ It is 
well known that this batch of measures had been 


aggregated into one bill, called, after the fashion | 


of the day, the ‘‘omnibus,”’ and that from being 


overloaded, or the passengers quarreling by the | 


way, the omnibus broke down, and each measure 
was left to take care of itself. They were sepa- 
rated. A great effort had been made to keep them 


together. But it failed; and each bill stood upon |! 


its own merits. The bill for the admission of 
California passed August 13,1850. It had on the 
day previous been ordered to a third reading. On 

esame day it passed, a motion was made by 


the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] chair- | 
man of the Committee on Territories, to take up, | 


a8 next in order, the,bill providing a government 
for the Territory of New Mexico. The Senator 
from South Carolina, at the head of the Judiciary 

ommittee, (Mr. Burter]—the committee that 
reported the fugitive slave bill—interposed, and 
said that, accord 


reclamation of fugitive slaves had the precedence, 


and should be taken up next in order. It was at | 


at time that the Senator from Mississippi took 
é first notice of what he supposed, and it would 
appear yet supposes, to have been some delin- 
quency, either-on the part of the Senator from 


ing to his view, the bill for the | 
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South Carolina, who had reported the bill, or on ! the further consideration of t 


my part, I having introduced it, in pressing it upon 
the attention of the Senate. The Senator from 
Mississippi stated, on that occasion, as he has 
stated now, that at a former period of that session 
he had been specially applied to by some Senators 
from the northern States, among whom he in- 
stanced the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,} 
who had suggested to him to confer with those 
Senators who had charge of the bill, upon the pro- 
priety and expediency of bringing it forward and 
urging its passage; that he made that application 
to me, amongst others; and that it was declined. 
I donot recollect such application, though lt have 
no doubt of the fact, as the Senator from Missis- 
sippi has. said so. But I have just as little doubt 
that various conversations took place between the 
Senator and myself, and other Senators and my- 
self, upon the expediency and wisdom, as things 
then stood, of bringing on this fugitive slave bill 
in advance of the other measures with which it 
had been connected, and urging it upon the atten- 
tion of the Senate. What my reply to him was 
I do not know. I have no doubt, however, if the 
Senator’s memory is accurate, that he has reported 
it correctly. 1 shall come presently to that. 

I wish to show now from the record, because I 
am desirous that it may go before the country, 
what steps were taken im reference to that fugitive 
slave bill; how they progressed, and where they 
terminated. Il have had reference to the register, 
and find that on the 3d of January, 1850—a very 
early day after the Senate met—I gave notice of 
my intention to introduce that bill. It was intro- 
duced January 4th, and on the same day, on my 
motion, was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
cilary. January 16th the chairman of that com- 
mittee reported it to the ‘Senate. January 22d I 
offered an amendment to it, which, at my instance, 
was laid on the table and printed. I should say, 
however, that on the 16th of January, the day 
upon which the chairman of the committee re- 
ported the bill, it was on his motion made the 
special order of the day for January 23d, one week 
off. On the 23d, as appears from the register, 
other business interposed, and, on the motion of 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, the spe- 
cial order was deferred until the next day. On 
the 24th the bill was debated pretty much at length 
by the chairman of the committee who reported 
it. The Senate on that day adjourned until Mon- 
day, the 28th, when I engaged in the debate and 
spoke at length on the bill. On the 29th, (the 
next day,) the very distinguished Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] whose absence from the 
deliberations of this body, and its cause, we all de- 
plore, introduced his resolutions for the purpose 
of covering all the subjects then before the Senate 
; arising out of the institution of domestic slavery, 
and on his motion they were made the special or- 
der of the day for the Sth of February, six days 
off. On that day, the Senator from Kentucky ad- 
dressed the Senate upon the subject of his resolu- 
tions, and continued that address during the next 
day, occupying the 5th and 6th. The debate con- 
tinued on these resolutions, and on the 13th of 
February the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sipppi [Mr. Foorr] gave notice that he should 
at an early day, move for a special committee to 
which the entire subject should be referred. On 
the 25th, the debate still continuing on those reso- 
lutions, the Senator from Mississippi moved this 
reference. The debate then continued upon the 
resolutions of the Senatorfrom Kentucky,and upon 
resolutions of like character offered in the mean 
time by a Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bext,] in 
connection with the motion made by the Senator 
from Mississippi to refer them. 

Now, as to the fugitive slave bill, I have said that 
it was made the special order of the day for Jan- 
uary 24th; that it was debated by the Senator 
from South Carolina on that day; that the Senate 
did not again sit until the 28th, when the debate 
| was continued by myself. On the same day (the 
28th) the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp} 
informed the Senate that he had been requested by 
\ the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cuase] to ask that 





| *to result from it.”’ 
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e bill be postponed. 
ry = - 

The reason assigned was, that the Senator from 
Ohio desired to be heard upon it, but that he was 


called from the city by illness in his family. It 
appears, however, that a Senator from New Jer- 


sey, no longer a member of this body, /Mr. Day- 


ron,] obtained the floor, but did not continue the 


debate. Thus it was, that the law for the reclama- 


tion of fugitive slaves, which had been introduced 
at an early day of the session, and promptly and 
actively carried on through its various st res, lay 
in repose, after the 28th of January, for reasons 
which I am about to assign to the Senate. 

The Senator from Mississip s, according 
to his re collection or hi conscru on, that there 
was a policy on the part of the gentlemen who 
had charge of the bill, in thus keeping it back. [| 


think | have shown, that up to January 28th, 
whether there was a policy or not, the bill was not 
kept back, but was ureed and pressed upon the 
consideration of the Senate. | have shown that 
on the next Gay (the 29th) the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky were introduced, and that 
} 


the debate continued upon them, together with the 


motion to refer, up to the period to wlich | am 
\ 


about to advert. On the 13th of March, the reso- 


lutions of the Senator from Kentticky and of the 


Senator fr mh Tent essee, inh co i rt with the 
motion to refer to a pecial committee, bein atill 
under debate, a Senator from Connecticut, no 


longer a member of this body, [Mr BaLpwin,] 
tic j 


moved that all matter in the resolut 


ms relating to 
the State of California be excluded from that ref- 
erence. I have no doubt that many Senators, 
who were present then, will reeolte that there 
was a strong and prev uline inclination on the part 
of rentiemen Oppos d to the reference, to except 
certain favorite measures of theirs from it. This 
California bill was one of them. Upon the prop- 
osition to exclude it, a Senator from Massachu- 
setts, no longer a member of this body, but at the 
head of the Department of State, expressed him- 
self strongly in favor of keeping if separate. The 
Senator from Michigan {Mr. Cass) expressed 
himself favorable to the plan of reference, but said, 


‘*My hopes are not strong as to any favorable 
‘results to grow out of this committee. The 
‘chances have been much diminished by the vote 
‘taken on yesterday, if that vote contained any 
‘indication of the feeling in this Chamber with 
‘regard to the committee itself, and the benefit 
The vote to which the Sen- 
ator from Michigan had reierence, was a vote 
taken the day before on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi to take up the resolution, 
and his motion to refer, which proposition to take 
up was carried by amajority of two votes on vy. 
the vote being 94 yeas to Wnays. From this the 
Senator drew an unfavorable augury as to any 
benefit to result from the ec ymmittee proposed to 
be raised by the Senator from Mississippi. The 
Senator from Michigan went further, and said: ‘* | 
‘am sorry to say that I can anticipate very little 
‘good from the proposition of the Senator from 
‘Mississippi. I’or myself, 1 am not prepared to 
‘say what my views will be upon this whole mat- 
‘ter; they are notformed. I say merely, that this 
‘course holds out some hope, and is therefore well 
‘ worthy of adoption.”” And he goes on to say: 
‘© We have been three months here, and what 
‘have we done? Nothing. Wehave not passeda 
‘ single law of the least material importance. We 
‘ have occupied the w hole time by the discussion 
‘ of this question, and no practical result has been 
‘ attained; and present appearances do not indicate 
‘that such aresult is near. But though we have 
‘done nothing, we have ascertained that some 
‘things cannot be done”’—referring to the fact, that 
in his belief the Wilmot proviso and Missouri 
line could not pass. 

As a part of the same-debate he went on to say: 
‘s Well, then, Mr. President, if these things are 
‘ impossible—if they cannot be done, it remains to 
‘ inquire what it is in our powerto do. My own 
‘ opinion is, sir, that we should take up the bill for 
‘ the recapture of fugitive slaves, reported by the 
‘Judiciary Committee. I am disposed to suspend 
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;olution, then, was to refer the whole sul 

j nbracing the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky and of the Senator from Tennessee, to 
this cominittee, fora ereat, practical, and w 
erie 
measures, embracing the whole subject committed, 
as would tranquilize the public mind, and 
final disposition of the subject committed. 
: nd zealously. There we 
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Southern States—one of 


requiring if the committee to report sucha 
make a 
I went 
re 
whom, I 
specially reeollect, was the very illustrious 
Senator who then in part represented ‘the State of 
South Carolina, and who is now no more, [Mr. 
|—who thought it would be 
defer raisine that commiftee until the debate had 
ended. I @iffered from that distinguished Senator 
with great difidence and great distrust of my own 
judement; but L differed, and believed that it was 


more e 


«ot : 
Cathoun, better 


our dut 
—to t ike the * chance,”’ as express¢ d by 
ir from Michi , of some good resulting 
from the deliberations of such committee. As the 
beat evidence of the opinions of Senators repre- 
seming slave States on the expediency of raising 
thie committee, | advert to the fact that on the vote 
which startled the apprehension of the Senator 
fronr Michigan—the vote of 24 to 22 on taking up 
ssolutions—of the 24 yeas 17 were from the 
n States, and only 4 from the Southern 
States were in the minority of 22. LT advert to this 
for the purpose of showing that those Senators 
who represented slave States, including, of course, 
those Senators who more immediately represented 
the fuitive slave bill, went for the committee, and 
in every instance voted for the reference. 
were Senators who were against it altogether. 
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tion was first moved by the Senator from Con- 
necticut. The Senator from Missouri afterwards 
attempted itin the form of instructions to the com- 
mittee, that they should not deliberate upon it. 
Further: the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Wauk- 
ER] moved to except from the reference to the 
committee this very fugitive slave question. I 
have a memorandum of it in my notes, showing 
that on the 18th of April, he moved to except from 
the reference “‘ such parts” of the resolutions ‘‘as 
related to the capture and return of fugitives from 
or labor.”? The vote was taken by yeas 
and the proposition was rejected by 17 
vs. Amongst the 27 navs was one 
Senator alone representing a State holdine the 
institution of slavery; that was the S 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) 

I adduce these fnets for the purpose of showing 
that it was the policy of those with whom I acted 
upon the fugitive slave bill, to let that subject 20 
along with the rest to the committee. It was em- 
braced in the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 


tucky, directly, by a separate and independent 
lution. 
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nator from 
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erence of the Senator from Mississippi, in com- 
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wish simply to state, thet when J brought these 
facts to 


the Senator from Virginia has commented, my 


| object only was to correct an impression that I 
ht be made by certain remarks of the | 


feared mig 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. But- 


| LeR,] in reference to the position in which he inti- | 
mated, or at least suspected, certain honorable | 
| Senators 


to be, in reference to the enactment of 


that he 
manner, that there had been a very decided reluc- 


| tance shown by Senators fromthe North to doing | 
| the South justice upon this subject; and that upon 


spur of the moment, and certainly without the 


| least deliberation orconcert, I simply roge and vin- 
| dicated those gentlemen by astatement of the facts 
| which have been referred to by the honorable Sen- 
My object only was to show | 


ator from Virginia. 
here, and to the country, for obvious purposes, 
and with the view of quieting feeling that al- 
ready, I thought, had been too much marked 
with extreme excitement upon this subject, that 


| the Senators from the North—of course I allude 
| chiefly to my political friends in this body—had || 
| manifested a disposition to do full justice to the 
|| South upon this subject. 


) [ stated the facts with 
view of doing justice to honorable Senators 
whom I recollected distinctly authorized me to 


a 


have the interviews alluded to early in the session, 


in regard to this question of slavery. 1 never said 
anything on the subject with the view of causing 
any one to misunderstand the position of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, or the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, in reference to this 
measure. I havealways taken it that every mem- 
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complained, in a special and emphatic | 


= 
| this subject, 
|| adopted. 
Mr. MASON. My only object is, as is some 
| times said by my friend from South = 
(Mr. Berzrer,] to take care of history—o a 
this matter correctly on record, and to vindic ce 
as for as may be necessary, myself and those wil 
whom I acted, from any charge that we had hn. 
careless of our appropriate duties in referen, 
| this fugitive slave law. It is thus seen tha: 
motion of the Senator from Mississippi was 4, 
| signed to take the matter of this bill, tooo), 
with its kindred subjects, from the Senate, aad 
carry them to a committee—a policy in which | 
fully concurred, and which was ultimately effersoa 
One great and controlling purpose was, whe, 
that committee was raised, to except nothing f; 
it, but let the whole subject go to it. 

Thus it was, I apprehend, that the honorg 

Senator from Michigan, when, on the 13th o¢ 
| March, he proposed to take up the fugitive el», 
| bill and act upon it separately, was, as he sta: 
| at the time, induced to do so because his hopes of 
raising the special committee had failed. He ad- 
verted to the close vote taken the day before, and 
declared his belief that no special committee could 
| be raised; or, if raised, would result in no good. 
| I take it for cranted that the Senator frony Missic. 
| sippi thought differently; for he continued to press 
| the committee, and eventually carried the measure, 

Whilst the motion to refer was before the Senate. 
| we thought our original line of policy s the 

safest, and that the whole should be referred to- 
gether. 

Now, as to what particular views or opinions 
| gentlemen held, or by what motives they were 
| governed, either separately or collectively, I can, 

after so long a time, answer nothing. The record 
| shows that we desired to except nothing from the 
| deliberations of the committee. j 

Of the particular conversation referred to by the 
| Senator from Mississippi, | have no recollection, 

though doubtless we had many. I do recol- 
| lect that heretofore alluded to by the Senator from 

Indiana, [Mr. Warrcoms.] But what my answer 
| to him was I do not know, except that I declined 
| the proposition he made, because we deemed it 
injudicious and inexpedient to press the bill at 
that time. I should hold so still. I think it 
highly probable that it was frequently said in con- 
versation, that it would be impolitic in Southern 
| Senators to do it, lest, among other reasons, they 
should weaken their position upon other vital ques- 
tions affecting the institution of slavery, then be- 
fore the Senate. The Senator from Mississip) 
says, that the reasons assigned for declining a 
| change of our policy was, lest by so doing we 
might find it ** impossible thereafter to rouse the 
border States to energetic action in coéperation 
with the other Southern States for the vindication 
of their essential rights.”” This may very prob- 
ably have governed us to some extent in our de- 
sire to keep the subject together. I should have 
deemed miyself wanting in my proper duty as 4 
representative of one of the, Southern States, if I 
had done anything which might tend to weaken 
the position which the Southern States then held. 
I trust I have thus shown to the Senate, and to 
the country, that so far as depended upon those 
to whom the fugitive slave law was more partic- 
ularly committed, we were not only not wanting 
in our duty, but we did that which we deemed 
| best for the occasion, and from which certainly no 
| mischief has resulted, for the law ultimately passed 
ina most stringent form, without any very serious 
or decided opposition. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. It has ever sf 
forded me the highest satisfaction on all occasions 
when the matter has been discussed, to state that 
I believe the whole body of Southern Senators had 
been perfectly faithful to the South on that subject, 
and that the honorable Senator from Virginia 
|{Mr. Mason] and the honorable Senator from 
|| South Carolina [Mr. Butxer] acted not only with 
| fidelity to the South in reference to this matter, but 

with great energy, judgment, and skill. That has 
| been my opinion, and I have always expressed it. 

I would never have undertaken to intimate the 
| fact which I have stated, that Northern Senators 

urged, through me, earlier action on this subject 
| than took place, but for the fact that certain re 
marks which fell from the lips of the Senator trom 
South Carolina, [Mr. Burzer,] if unreplied to, 
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generally had manifested most decided opposition | this subject. They will find that it carries with it || ject. The gentleman stated, in a ve v denuncia- 
> parly legislation on this important subject. [|| a portion of their constitutional duty; and they tory tone, that the fugitive slave law had not and 
00s simply for the purpose of stating the facts of |, will find, also, that it carries with it the safety of || would not be executed in any of the other North- 
che case, With the view of vindicating the secret |' the Union. It has been placed upon that distinct || ern States; cited the Christiana riots in Pennsy!l- 
‘ruth of history which had not been previously || issue by almost all of the Southern States, and || vania, the recent trial in Philadelphia, and asserted 
revealed. My object was not to implicate the | among others by the State of Virginia; and L do || that not a hair of the heads of the offenders would 
Genator from South Carolina or the Senator from || not despair of that law yet doing its office effect- 


ao 


— a 


be harmed; and if they were convicted of offending 


Virginia, but simply to enable us to have a better || ually. . ' ; , against the laws, the Gov rnor would pardon them. 
derstanding among ourselves, and to let my || Then as to this resolution further. I bad under- || Now, sir, this statemeyt does the State which I 
uleein'’ ‘ vv - e : } - . j ' : . ° 
_ynstituents, and the citizens of the Southgenerally, |, stood from gentlemen who voted for those meas- j) have the honor in partto represent, great injustice, 
consu “ > ~ 


ynderstand that there was a strong and earnest || ures as a compromise, that they were to be re- | and casts an imputation upon her, and the public 


jesire on the part of influential Northern members |) ceived by the country as the great tranquilizing || authorities, which I feel bound to repel. It calls 
of this body to accord to the South all that the |) measure of peace—to end the discord and ill feel- |! in question the fidelity of that State as a member 
South could claim on this point. That was my || ing which alw ays attend the agitation of the sub- |! of this ( ontederacy, in a manuer entirely unauthor 
aole object. ject of slavery in our deliberations. I object to || ized by the facts; for there is not a State, old or 
“Mr. MASON. I have finished what I had to | this resolution, because it is not the usualand prop- || new, more loyal to the Constitution and laws, or 


gy on this point, but I do not wish to take my |} er mode of legislative action. Our functions are || more devotedly attached to the Union. 
seat Without saying a few words upon the resolu- || to express the legislative will of the country Mr. President, I undertake to say to the Senate 
‘ion now before the Senate. What I shall say || through the forms of law and under the sanctions |; that t) 


he fugitive slave law has been executed, and 
nust be brief, from reluctance to detain the Sen- || of law. The resolution on the table has no sanc- || will hereafter be faithfully executed in the good 


te, as well as from my present condition, for I am l! tion—none whatever. It is inofficious, and, for |! old Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and that if 
ynfortunately so hoarse that I can scarcely speak whatever end introduced, its effect must be rather || any man is convicted of riot or any other offence 
at all. } to renew agitation than to quiet it. In resisting it, the distinguished Democratic Gov- 

The resolution which is now before the Senate |} We are all aware that while these questions || ernor elect (Colonel Bigler) will not grant a par- 


‘s of a character which does not, in any form, ad- || were pending the safety of this Union was most || don, certainly net sooner than to any other offend 
dress itself to my approbation. I can see no rea- || seriously endangered; but, in the language of Mr. |; er. The single instance, or rather exception, to 
gon for it, and no occasion for it. As I under- || Jefferson, 1 had hoped and believed that the billow || which the gentleman has referred, | 


} 

} proves nothing 
atand it, it declares that, in the opinion of this || which threatened us had passed under the ship. 
. } 

| 

| 


against the other facts of the ca e. He might as 
The public mind has become to some extent tran- |} well have cited any other case of riot in Pennayl 
quilized. The people of the Southern States who || vania, to prove that we cannot execute 
felt themselves aggrieved by it, if not reconciled, laws, and maintam the p thle 


hody, the measures cited should be considered as 
terminating all questions arising out of the insti- 
tion of slavery. Now, I am not aware that |! 
here is any State in this Union, except the State 
South Carolina, which continues to protest | 
wainst them. I am not aware of one of the 
Southern States, except the State of South Caro- 
lina, which has not declared, in the most emphatic {| from the honorable Senator from South Carolina, || treason correetly to the jury, and did not 
! 
| 
j 
i 
; 
| 
' 
} 
j 
| 
| 
| 
' 


- our own 
peace, Is there 


recent trial in Philadelphia that 


| are disposed to acquiesce; and in such condition |! anything in the 
of things, I submit, to what useful end should the |) goes to prove that the officers did not do their duty 
; . . ° 5 ‘ . 

| subject be further agitated here? Sir, | did not |! Does any lawyer pretend to that thed 


Buy @ distin- 
i] 


sympathize in the slightest degree with what fell || cuished judge (Grier) did not expound the law of 
os : i d properly 
manner, to the-majority in this Government, If}; [Mr. Ruerr,] who addressed us yesterday and || denounce abolition fanaticism? Would the hon 


you will stop there, and execute in good faith the 
law for the reclamation of fugitive slaves, we will 
acquiesce in whathas been done. That being the 
‘ondition of the country, I can see no reason, no 
propriety, in further interference with the subject | 
by the Congress of the United States. As to the 
measures themselves—the law for the admission | 
of the State of California into the Union, the law |} 
for the abolition of what is called the slave trade |! institution of slavery, are with her matters done '| the passage of the fugitive slave law 
in the District of Columbia, and the law for the || with and ended. For what has passed, Virginia || labor have been delivered up in Pennsylvania. 
dismemberment of 'Fexas—I have no change of || does not seek disunion. None can look with |; The truth is, sir, that if a prejudice ex 
opinion to announce, ho palinode to sing. I op- || 
posed them upon this floor by my voice and. by | 
my votes; and when they passed, I united with | 
other Senators in a solemn protest against them. i tution. A Union by force, or a Union in which the || dence to submit to the Senate 
I retract nothing of what I then said; my opinions | forms of the compact are alone regarded, whilst 
of them remain unchanged. But they have passed || the rights of the minority are violated, her past 

| 

j 

| 

' 

i 


the day before, when he declared himself for dis- || orable gentleman have charged the jury in any 
‘union, There is no State which made greater || other way if he had occupied a p¥ee upon the 
| sacrifices to obtain this Union than the State || bench? « The zeal upon the pe 
which I have the honor in part to represent. She |! Philade Iphia faithfully to execute the law, led 
has made another great sacrifice to preserve it, by || them, perhaps, to mistake the proper remedy and 
| her acquiescence in the measures which are re- || undertake too much. In connection with the 
ferred to in this resolution. The trangactions of || Christiana case, another important fact sheuld be 


i i ie 


A a 
art of the oflicers in 


the past Congress, so far as they may affect the || stated, to wit: that in nearly every week since 


, fueiuives from 


tsin Penn- 
greater horror than do her poops upon disunion || sylvania which could obstruct the due administra- 
for disunion’s sake. But the Union which they || tien of justice, it is against the Abolitionists. 


cherish must continue a Union under the Consti- But, Mr. President, 1 have still stronger evi- 


in support ef the 
position I assume, and that is the action of our 
State Legislature, and the result of the recent elec- 
history shows she will be the first to repudiate |) tion in that State. The fugitive slave bill became 
| and to disown. ) a law in September, 1850. 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. Mr. President, Legislature assembled, and there being a large 
as I stated yesterday, it would be exceedingly || Democratic majority in the lower House, and a 
| gratifying to me to obtain an early vote on this || small one in the Senate, a bill was passed re- 
resolution. If I could be satisfied that the Senate || pealing the State laws which were in contraven 
y || would be now prepared to decide the question |} tion of that provision of the Constitution relat- 
and unjustly as we have,in our opinion, been dealt || involved in the resolution, I should not hesitate to || ing to the surrender of fugitives from labor. The 
with by their enactment. | decline to address them, more especially as I feel |} Whie Governor refused 
Such being the general feeling in those States || that my present physical condition is such as to || Legislature adjourned, and he kept it in his pock 
most seriously affected by these measures, where || justify a desire on my part not to be compelled to || et. In a month thereafter the Demo 
isthe necessity, where the propriety of disturbing || go through the iabors of the debate now in prog- 
again the subjects they disposed of? As tothe fu- || ress. I would say in addition, that if there are 


to the statute-book; they constitute a part of the | 
law of the land. I have never counseled, and | 
never shall counsel, my people to further resist- 
ance on account of these laws. If they are | 
allowed to remain as they are, and are efficiently 
executed, there is no purpose or desire on the part 
of the people of my State to disturb them, hardly 


Shortly after that our 


to sign the billthe 


‘ratic party 
assembled in convention, nominated a candidate 
for Governor, (Colonel Bigler,) passed resolutions 


gitive slave law, 1 do not*entirely agree with the || honorable Senators here who are anxious to be in favor of the fugitive slave law, the compromise 
honorable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Bur- || heard upon the question, and who do not design || measures generally, and the repeal of all obstrue- 
LER} as to the practical effect of that law. Iam || making any extended address to the Senate, I shall || tion Jaws. The candidate accepted the nomina- 


not aware (unless it be in the first instance which 

occurred at Boston) of any instance where the of- | 

ficers of the Federal Government, in the execution || perhaps deem it desirable to be heard for a few |! especially in relation to the fugitive slave law. 

of that law, have failed to do their duty. I am |} minutes in explanation of the position of his own || The Whig convention met, and Governor John 
! 


|| willingly give way. I mention this, because a || tion, and in the most emphatic 
i 
} 
' 
| 
aware that, notwithstanding what I really believe | State in relation to this delicate question. I am || ston made a speech before it,in which he talked 
} 


manner pledged 


“- . om . ? j > . 
friend suggested to me this morning that he should || himself to carry out the views of his party, 


to have been the fair and honest purpose of those || willing to give way, or to take any course which || about the right and duty of Congress to modify 
officers to execute the law, in two States at least |) honorable Senators may see fit to prescribe. | the law, and refused to say whether he would or 
it has been effectually resisted. I refer to the cases Mr. BRODHEAD. If the honorable Senator || would not sign the bill repealing the ebstruction 
in Lancaster couaty, Pennsylvania, and Syracuse, || from Mississippi is not prepared to proceed with | jaws. Here are the resolutions adopted by the 
New York. What was there done is now the || his speech, which I know will take him some time || Democratic Convention : 
subject of judicial investigation; and I am content || to deliver, I have a few remarks to make, in con- |! Resolved, That the sixth section of the act of the Legis 
to wait the result of that investigation, before I || sequence of an allusion made to my State by the | Iature of Pennsylvania, passed on the third of Mareh, 1549, 
form an opinion whether it is or is not the intention |, Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] denying, under severe penalty, the use of our State jails for 
of those States to have the law enforced. || Mr. FOOTE. I shall give way to the gemtieman te drcntion of tani a ee eres 
So far the law hasdone good. It hasawakened || with pleasure. is ieseopente chesnaten: Senabann at Miate lenlslation: 10 te 
public attention to the necessity of having its pro-|| Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I design to | execution of the provisions of the Constitution of the Uni- 
visions carried fully into execution. It has at- || make astatement, nota speech; for while lL occupy ted States, and because it is a virtual disregard of the prin 
tracted around it the patriotic feeling of a large and || a place here it is my intention to endeavor to make ue oe cciiicndent tt Deleon. ulated seriously to 
intelligent portion of the people in those States. || myself useful as a working man, rather than con- Resolved... That the Democratic party of Pennsylvania are 
he subject is yet pending, and I am not prepared || spicuous as a speech-maker. The observations true to the Union, the Constiuition, and the laws, and wilt 
to pronounce a judgment upon the result. I trust || of the gentleman from South Carolina respecting — “ithfully observe and exeeate, so far as in them ies, all the 
that I am not hoping against hope when I say that || the execution of the fuzitive slave law in Pennsyl- measures of compromise adopted by the late Congress for 


I beli og ? : ; ; : the purpose of settling the question arising out of domestic 
lieve, in time, and in good time, the sentiment |, vania, render it necessary for me to bring to the slavery; and this not only froma sense of duty as grod citi 


of the people of these States will be regenerate on {| notice of the Senate the whole truth upon the sub- || wens of the Republic, tut also frem the kind and fraternal 





116 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. Dee. 17, 


feelings which they cherish towards their brethren of the | 


slavebolding States. 

You will therefore perceive, Mr. President, that 
a distinct issue was thus made up, and an appeal 
was made to the virtuous, intelligent, and patriotic 


mind of the people, and their decisive result is | 


well known. 
nominated I took occasion to declare my own po- 
sition tpon the question,and state my view of the 
issue to be decile, in a letter which I wrote to a 
Philadelphia committee, an extract from which I 
beg leave to read to the Senate. 


“ Political issues are to be determined this fallin our good 
old State, which justly occupies so important a position be- 
tween the dividing interests of the North and the South, 
of the gravest character, in a State as well as a national 
aspect. I need not name them all. 
the Union throughout the Confederacy look with anxions 
solicitude to the result. No State election was ever held 
so important in its national bearing. Pennsylvania is now 
to decide what she esteems to be her duty to her sister 
States upon the slavery question. She is now to decide 
how she construes the compact of Union. 
party and its candidate frankly declare their purpose faith- 
fnily to execute the provisions of the Constitution, the fu- 
gitive slave law without complaint or modification, to 
repeal all obstruction laws, and to cherish fraternal feelings 
toward their southern brethren. Governor Johnston, the 
Whig nominee, (tor whom personally [ have the highest 
regard,) is pledged to a different policy; modification or 
repeal of the fugitive slave law, further agitation of the 
slavery question, and no repeal of the obstruction laws. 


Shortly after both candidates were | 


The true friends of | 


The Democratic | 


Now, let us have an election which will decide something ; | 


for the safety of the Republic requires that there should be 


some end to the discussions about negroes and negro sla- | 


very. Let us see whether the National Whigs, as they 
call themselves, and the Abolitionists can unite in support 


of Governor Jolnston. There has been heretofore too much || 


paltering with grave and important questions prior to elec- 


tions, and the result was witnessed in the fearful struggles | 


of the last Congress, and can now be seen in the difference 
of opinion which exists between the Whig national and 
State administrations.”’ 


It seems to me, therefore, 1 have submitted | 


sufficient eVvMience to the Senate to show that the 
fugitive slave law will be faithfully executed in 


Pennsylvania, and that one reason assigned by | 
the Senator from South Carolina for desiring to | 


withdraw from the 
fact. 


Union has no foundation in | 


While up, Mr. President, I beg leave to refer | 


to another matter, in connection with this subject. 
It has been asserted that my honest, patriotic, and 
true-hearted predecessor, (Dr. Sturgeon,) who 
voted for the fugitive slave law, was not reélected 
on that account. Sir, that is not the fact. The 


owt of Pennsylvania approved of that vote. If | 


had been here, | would have voted in the same | 


way; and those who elected me very well knew 
it. 
and Abolitionism was and is well known. 

Mr. RHETT. 
made the other day, I was very far from desiring 
to cast any imputation upon the ancient Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. 


My position in regard to the Wilmot proviso | 


In the observations which I | 


I thought myself fully | 


justified by the facts as they have occurred, to | 


suppose that the fugitive slave law would not be 
there fully executed. I think my honorable friend 


from Pennsylvania has shown sufficient grounds | 
himself, in what he has now submitted to the Sen- | 
ate, for the belief which I had intended to express. | 
He has told us that the Governor of Pennsylvania | 
refused to sign an act repealing the prohibitory | 


laws which stood in the way of the execution of 


He has 


the fugitive slave law in Pennsylvania. 


told us further, that it became an issue in Penn- | 
sylvania; that the Democratic party took issue on | 
that question, whether those laws should be exe- | 


cuted or not. 


He tells us that the Democratic 


yarty have prevailed; but by what majority? | 
Vhy, I believe by a majority of some six or eight | 


thousand out of 
votes cast. 


over three hundred thousand | 
The question was made a party issue, 


in which one half the people were arrayed against | 


the other half. Under such circumstances, had I 
not good grounds to suppose that a law of this 
kind could not and would not be faithfully exe- 
cuted? p 
tion of a law. 

Several things are yet to occur in Pennsylvania 
which may alter the impression which I have en- 
tertained. 


One man on a jury may defeat the execu- | 


If the Legislature of Pennsylvania | 


should again pass an act repealing on ee 


itory laws, certainly it will be a strong in 
on the part of that State that she is determined to 
carry out the fugitive slave law in good faith. 


ication | 


An- || 


other requisite is, that all offenders who have | 
resisted the execution of the law should be pun- | 


ished. Thatis yet to be shown. Although the 
honorable Senator—-and I have no doubt he speaks 


| i 


with the utmost confidence in his opinion—says it 
will be enforced, it is yet to be seen that a single 
man can be punished in the free States for resist- 
ance tothislaw. There has not yet been one man 
punished for resisting it in any part of the North, 
although the frequent infractions of the law call 
loudly for punishment. The result of the Chris- 
tiana trials must yet show whether these offenders 
can be punished. I should be very happy to 
know that Pennsylvania or any other State would 
do anything to accommodate the differences which 
now exist, by showing a disposition to be faithful 
toward the execution of laws. I have my doubts, 
however, and these doubts are based upon the 
facts which the Senator himself has laid before the 
Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is true that the Dem- 
ocratic candidate for Governor had but about eight 
thousand majority, but the issue to which I have 
referred was not the only one to be tried before 
the people. 

One word as to the Executive pardon, and the 
manner in which the fugitive slave law is to be 
executed. The gentleman has intimated that of- 
fenders against this law will not be punished. 
Why, if there is any prejudice in the State which 
would prevent the due administration of justice, it 
is against the Abolitionists, and not against the 
southern slaveholders. ‘That is my answer. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, | did not intend to 
trespass upon the Senate during this discussion ;and 
while it was confined entirely to another latitude, | 
did not feel disposed to interfere. But it seems to 
be peeping up this side of 36° 30’, and therefore I 
may putin a single interrogatory. An inquiry has 
already been put and answered by the Senator 
from Mississippi, which throws some light upon 
the subject in regard to what my duty may be as 
to the vote I am called upon to give. Thatis the 
question which was propounded by the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burter] to the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi. It was la- 
boring in my own mind at the time, and I felt 
relieved when the question came out and was 
answered. The question was this: If a propo- 
sition should be submitted to the Congress of the 
United States now to divide California by the 
line of 36° 30’, would the embodiment of the com- 
yromise go in for it? The honorable Senator from 
Mississippi says he would go in for it. Thecom- 
promise, then, is to be final, with exceptions. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 1 am reported in 
the Republic to have used precisely the language 
which the gentleman has attributed to me; but I 
was very particular in expressing myself to a 
somewhat different effect to that just now stated. 
I said most expressly, that 1 would vote upon 
such a proposition, coming from the State of Cal- 
ifornia, precisely as | would upon a similar prop- 
osition coming from any other of the sovereign 
States of the Confederacy. I said that 1 did not 
conceive the compromise to be above the Consti- 
tution; and that, as the Constitution allowed new 
States to be formed cut of old States, with the 
consent of those States, if such a proposition were 
submitted, with the consent of California, and if I 
should deem it politic and right to allow such di- 
Vision to take place, why I would deem it right, 
under presentcircumstances—especially knowing, 
as I do, the desire entertained by a large portion 
of my constituents I would vote for the proposi- 
tion, not with the intention of impairing the com- 
promise, or calling into question the principle upon 
which the compromise is based, or in the least 
degree interfering with the compromise as a com- 
promise. Every principle of it would still stand 
firm. All that we would do, would be to establish 
a new State, in the manner and form allowed by 
the Constitution. If the honorable Senator, or 
anybody else, considers the ere rer above 
the Constitution, and, therefore, as liberating hon- 
orable Senators from the obligation which is im- 
posed upon them by their oath to maintain the 
Constitution inviolate, it is not my sentiment. I 
did not say, here or elsewhere, that I shall attempt 
to obtain a modification of the compromise, so as 
to allow new States to be formed within the limits 
of California; but I said distinctly, that 1 would 
treat this proposition, coming from the State of 
California, precisely as I would treat a proposi- 
tion of a similar kind coming from the State of 
Texas, or from New York, or from any other 
State; and that in doing so, [ should not consider 
myself as interfering in the lenst degree with the 


a 


| that the Senator has made any differen 
the manner in which he has now stated the prop 


| if she wished it. 


| mise is 
| sequence of a particular line being the southern 
| boundary of California? 








compromise acts. On the contrary, | should look 


vo them, in the language of the President of the 


nited States, as, in prineiple an 
final and definite settlement of the 
Mr. HALE. 


d substance, 4 
question. 
Iam unfortunate jn NOt seeing 


ce between 


osition, and the way in which I understood hi 
to state it before. He says he holds it, as 9 oo, 

a to be final; but that a certain measure. if 
yrought up in a certain shape, would receive hie 
support. He would be willing to divide C a 


m 


alifornia 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. It must be op. 
vious to the gentleman, that I should have con. 
sidered the admission of California as part of 


e ° ° > ‘ the 
plan of compromise, just as valid, if the line of 


| 35° 30’ or 36° 30’ had been made the southern 
boundary, instead of the present line. Wit! any 
| man of sense—will the Senator himself—unqo;. 


To 
con. 


take to — out to this Senate, how the com 
setter or worse, as a compromise, in 


Would it not be pro. 
cisely a compromise, and a settlement of the ques- 
tion of slavery, whether the southern boundary 
of California were one line or another? [f the 
veople of California, as a sovereign State of the 
Jnion, should think proper to apply for a sub. 


| division of their territory, in such manner as to 


establish new States therein héreafter, and they 
should come into the Union, wpon the same terms 


| upon which California came in, will any one un- 
| dertake to point out in what respect the compro- 
mise, as a compromise, in principle or in syb- 


stance, would be in the least degree impaired? | 
am not now engaged in a chop-logic contest; nor 


| do I wish to amuse the audience by lightly dis- 
| cussing these great points; but what IT have said 


will serve, in other minds, if not in the mind of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, I think, as a 


| pretty solid distinction, and one based upon prin- 
| ciples exceedingly valuable to those of us, at least, 
| who seek the future repose of the country. 


Mr. HALE. My object simply was to obtain 


| light, and I wish to put ina ent now, before the 


Senator from Mississippi makes his argument. | 
want light, and I want to, attract his attention to 
the points upon which I need enlightenment. | 


| understand him now—stripped of all the eloquent 


adjectives with which he has dressed out his prop- 
osition, and which he uses as well as any man in 
the Senate—1l understand him now, after these re- 


| peated disclaimers and explanations, to go back 
| to precisely the same answer which he gave to the 
| honorable Senator from South Carolina; that is, 


if the sovereign State of California, in her sover- 
eignty, comes here to this representative conclave 
of sovereignties—(I am not a sovereign man, and 
hence I do not know that I always use this adjee- 
tive in a proper way; I do not represent a sover- 
eign State here; the State of New Hampshire has 


| not a right to make war or peace; she has no right 


to coin money, or to send or receive ambassadors, 
and she is stripped of a great many other attributes 
of sovereignty )—but if California comes hereasa 
sovereign State, and asks for a division, she will 
not lack the vote of the Senator from Mississippi 


| in order to obtain it. That I understand to be the 


proposition. as 
I am not discussing the question whether it !s 


| proper or improper, or how far it is consistent 


with the views of those gentleman who have sup- 
norted the compromise. I simply want to ask 

orthern Senators what they got by this compro- 
mise? A compromise, I understand to be some- 
thing in which there is a giving and a taking on 
each side. The honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi said—and I think witha great deal of truth— 
that the South ought to be satisfied, for they had 
ot everything which they had demanded. I be- 
ieve it. I have been asked sometimes by some of 
my unsophisticated constituents at home, ‘What 
did the North get in this compromise?” Well, I 
have been compelled to tell them that it had escaped 


| my recollection if they had got anything. It was 


said that the North had probably got something 
by the admission of California; that that great 
State had been admitted with a constitution ¢X- 
cluding slavery. But some of my friends have 
said, Did not the people of California frame ther 


| own constitution, and is not that the Southern doe- 


trine, that every State may frame its own const 
tution, and ask for admission into the Umon, 
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That seems to me to bea Southern doctrine rather 
than anything a to the North. All that 
the North got began, and continued, and ended 
with the admission of California. 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 


med 


mission of California at the time when she was 
admitted, I preferred that she should remain in 
& territorial condition for reasons satisfactory 
to us, but not at ali based op the supposition of 
many of us, that her admission would be un- 
constitutional, Although we were not particu- 
larly anxious that the District of Columbia bill 
should be passed through Congress in the form in 
which it did pass, yet | have said that I am pre- 
pared to maintain it. The South, the unaggres- 
sive South: the South, that has never claimed any- 
thing except the enjoyment of her domestic rights; 
the South, that has stood firmly for the great prin- 
ciple of non-intervention and non-aggression ; the 
South, that has only claimed the establishment of 
internal government, without any instructions on 
the subject of slavery ;-—that South, even in this 
compromise, has obtained, in my opinion, every- 
thing she claimed, which was simply a strict adher- 
ence on the part of Congress to the provisions of 
the Constitution. I did not say that the South, ina 
matter of bargain, had got the advantage of the 
North. I did not undertake to say that in a 
scheme of management the South had out-man- 
azed the North. I did not say that there were 
any essential advantages secured to the South by 
this plan of adjustment which the Constitution 
had not previously most amply secured. Noth- 
ing of the sort. But I did say, and have always 
maintained, that although we were opposed on 
grounds of expediency to the admission of Cali- 
fornia at the time that she was admitted, and op- 

osed to it for reasons not, in my opinion, very 
important to the passage of the District of Colum- 
bia bill in the terms in which it did pass, yet that 
the plan of compromise, as a plan of compromise, 
was, in all its essential features, marked with the 
true spirit of moral equity, and, as such, ought to 
be and was satisfactory to the South, she never 


having claimed anything at the hands of her sister || 


States of the North but simple justice, and a strict 
and faithful adherence to the Constitution. 

Mr. HALE. LIamconfirmed again. The Sen- 
ator did say that the South had got everything 
they claimed. 
had claimed anything which was unjust. 

Mr. FOOTE. The gentleman certainly inti- 
mated that the South claimed something which the 
Constitution did not give her. 

Mr. HALE. 
from Mississippi saw the intimation. 
have felt it in the secret sanctuary of his own con- 
science, but he could not have seen it in anything 
which I said, for 1 did not say any such thing; I 
did not mean to intimate any such thing. But thé 
Senator did say, and I thin 
truth, that the South had 
they claimed. When the historian of our land— 
and I do net know whether Bancroft has brought 
his book down to this period or not—but when 
our historian has written up to these times, the 
last chapter of our history from the foundation of 
the Government to the overthrow of the universe, 
it will be read that the South got everything they 
claimed. It has been so from the beginning; it is 
so now; and [ have no doubt that it ever will be 
80. If the North were to speak the language of 


truth to the South, when we hear such reflections | 


and taunts as we heard yesterday, our reply, how- 
ever mortifying it might be, would be the language 
of Balaam’s beast to him when he smote him: 
“Why hast thou beaten me these three times? 
Am I ‘not thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden 
ever since I was thine?” 
would be the truth of history. 

was proceeding to relate in my own way some- 


North had got by this compromise. There wasa 
uestion raised some years ago in the other House 
avout what was called the “ 
think the vote upon that question was nearly, if 
not quite, unanimous from the Northern States. 
© not know that the vote was quite unanimous, 
ut there were certainly very few exceptions. 
That vote, if ever there was a vote of the House 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





I wish to correct | 
the gentleman with regard to myself. What L. 
unt was simply this, that, in my opinion, al- | 
though we of the South were opposed to the ad- || 


| District to what the law of Maryland was. 


Now, I did not say that the South || 


I do not know where the Senator || 
He might || 


he said it with great | 
ot everything which | 


ilmot proviso.”” I |) 








timents of the North. 


GLOBE. 


of Representatives that did it, spoke out the sen- 
That was the matter upon | 
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Mr. HALE. Thegentleman suggests that there 
is nothing in the resolution against acquiring terri- 


which issue was joined. There was no dispute || tory at a certain end of the Union. 


then about any fugitive slave law; there was no 


dispute then about the admission of California; | 


there was no dispute then about whether we should 


give Texas ten millions of dollars, and a hundred | 
and fifty thousand square miles of land not to 


make war upon us. The sole and simple ques- 
tion which agitated the public mind, and divided 
the public councils, at that time, was the applica- 
tion of this Wilmot proviso to our ‘Territories. 


| That is settled, and what have the North got there? 


How much of this territory has been appropriated 
to them? Notone singleinch. You had a north- 
ern majority here in the two Houses; you made 
the law for that territory; and as if you were not 
certain that slavery would watch its own interests 
earefully enough—as if you had doubts that that 


| institution which had watched with sleepless eye 


the progress of this Government from its first in- 
stitution to the preseut moment, and would not be 
quick to grasp every advantage that might possi- 
bly accrue to it—your Northern men invited the 
South to carry slavery there. It was not enough 


| that you left it open, but you put in the bill a sug- | 
| gestion to them to take slavery there. 


You said 


to the South, ** Take your slaves there, and it 


| Shall form no objection to your admission as a 


State at a future day—you may come in with or 
without slavery, as you choose.”’ 


passage of the act. It seemed to me that it was 


1} entirely unnecessary to put that into the bill by 


That is the 
There wasan 


way of suggestion; but there it is. 
way the question was disposed of. 


| enuire and utter abandonment of principle in rela- | 
| tion to every inch of the territory. 


California was 
admitted; the fugitive slave law was passed; and 
in the whole series of measures, I do not know of 


| anything which passed in which the most brazen- | 
faced man that ever stood up before an insulted | 


constituency, could tell them there was anything 
favorable to the North, unless in the admission of 
California. I donotknowof anything else. The 
law abolishing the slave trade in the District of 


Columbia was, if I understand it, exactly the law | 


of Maryland. We just assimilated the law of the 
True, 


we got nothing. We did not get the shadow of 


anything, unless it was the admission of Califor- | 
inia. And now wearecalled upon to vote that this | 

system of measures called the ‘* Compromise,”’ is | 

to be final and conclusive in everything except 
'| that which had the shadow of something which 


was favorable to the North. That is to be left 
open for repeal. 
The Senator says that he would not put the 


compromise above the Constitution. Well, would 


he put the compromise above the Constitution in 
any other respect except in the admission of Cali- | 


fornia? The fugitive slave law is but an act of 
ordinary legislation. Is that law above the Con- 
stitution? 
should come here in her sovereignty and ask that 


it should be repealed, is the quesiton not to be 
| opened ? 
' and I understand this resolution perfectly; and if 


1 understand this compromise perfectly, 


they were put in the meaning which, in effect, 
they carry to the public mind, the resolution would 


read thus: ‘* Resolved, That jhe South having got | 


everything they claimed, they will be content until 


|| they want something more; and when they want 


something more, they will take it.’’ {Laughter. | 


| If they want California divided, they will have it 


divided. If that is not enough, if it is found that 
these institutions for which these champions are 
ever so zealous and of which they are so jealous— 


| if they find that these emigrants who come in such 
| fearful numbers, as was portrayed by the eloquent 
| Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,} and 


[A laugh.}] That, sir, || 


fill up this territory and make free States, and it 
is found to be necessary for the protection and ex- 


tension and perpetuation of human slavery that 
thing which had passed between myself and my |. 
constituents when they had asked me what the | 


Cuba should be annexed, I wonder if the compro- 
mise would be regarded final as touching that? 
No, sir; not at all, Whenever they want any 
more slave territory, they willhave it. Pass your 
compromises and cover them over with resolutions 
every session, they are only calculated to be bind- 


ing for the present, until something further is | 


wanted. 


Mr. FOOTE, The reselution contains nothing | 
{| favorable to what he thoug’it was the constitutional 


against the acquisition of terr.tory. 





The South | 
knew that before, just as well as they did afier the | 





And suppose that some sovereign State | 





Mr. FOOTE. Anywhere. 

Mr. HALE. I threw these questions out that 
the Senator from Mississippi may see what is la- 
boring in my mind, and why I cannot vote for 
the resolution with the light which I now have. 
But there is another subject which has addressed 
itself to my mind, which | want the sense of the 
Senate upon in some way or other before the ses- 
sion is over. I want to know if it is intended by 
this compromise, and by this resolution, to en- 
dorse the doctrines that have been promulgated in 
the judicial administration of this law? I want to 
know if the odious and infamous doctrine of con- 
structive treason, which brought Charles the First 
to the block and which drove the second James a 
wanderer from the throne of his ancestors—! want 
to know if the doctrines of constructive treason, 
which have been broached in some instances by 
very high authority, are to be baptized in this sen- 
atorial font by this resolution of approbation which 
we are to pass? Sir,I think that here, if nowhere 
else, in the great council of the nation, the atten- 
tion of men, of patriots, ought to be directed to 
this outrage which is perpetrated on the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the land, and upon all the ideas of 
constitutional liberty which every man who is read 
in English or American history must have enter- 
tained since the Revolution of 1688. I want to know 
if the framers, the founders of the Constitution, 
when, with that foresight which belonged to them, 
acquainted as they were with the history of the 
country from which they came, they inserted this 
provision into the Constitution: that ** treason 
against the United States shall consist only in levy- 
ing-war against them, or in adhering to their ene- 
mies, giving them aid and comfort,’ “imagined that 
it was to be overridden by this compromise, or its 
administration? I loek upon itas one of the main 
dangers of the times, as one of the most alarming 
facts that the history of this country has devel- 


oped, that the judiciary of the land have been sv 


swift to prostrate and to prostitute themselves be- 
fore the operation of this law, so as to override, 
and nullify, and destroy that great safeguard of 
constitutional liberty which the framers and found- 
ers of our Constitution thought they had secured. 
l hope that the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
will let us hear from him upon this subject. 

I want to know if the fugitive slave law, which 
confessedly takes away the trial by jury from per- 
sons claimed as fugitives, also takes away the 
right of trial by jury from every, one who may 
come in contact with the operation and adminis- 
tration of this law? I think this isa subject which 
has not yet attracted the attention which belongs 
to it. Evil precedents and evil examples always 
grow up in this way. In times of great excitement, 
when a very popular, or a very unpopular cause 
is before the country, men’s minds become excited, 
and, in the madness of the moment, they resolve 
that which it seems they could not have resolved 
if their intellects had not been scathed by the 
Almighty. They utter something which in after 
times is seized upon as a precedent, and works the 
most dangerous consequences to the interests of 
the country. I hope that before this subject is 
finally disposed of, this matter will attract and 
receive attention. 

I trust it is not necessary for the preservation 
and conservation of any institution in the land, 
that that great principle of censtitutional liberty 
which hae been ingrafted upon the Constitution 
by its founders, and which they learned by the 
bloody history of the Revolution the necessity of 
inserting, shall not be overridden by any attempts 
to rive peculiar force to the administration of the 
fugitive slave law. 

] wish to throw out another subject, on which 
[ trust the Senator from Mississippi will speak, 
for it was alluded to by the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina. When | have spoken upon 
this subject, I have been in the habit of speaking 

lainly. Thehonorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Ruett,) when speaking of the great 
difficulties which embarrassed the South in this 
matter, said, in effect, that the majority of the 
judges who had been sent by the Administration 
into the newly-organized Territories of Utah. and 
New Mexico, were supposed to be those who 
would give a judicial construction to the law, un- 
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what the facts of the case are, but I do know this, 


a ee ee 


; } 
of Representatives in regard to the subject of || 


that whatever may be the character of the terri- | 
torial judges, there isa tribunal that sits beneath | 
this Senate chamber, which is the very citadel of | 
American slavery, and that it will be perfectly | 
safe here, whatever the territorial judges may say. | 
I know that although a very large majority of the | 


people of these Territories may come from the 
free States, yet the sleepless and watchful guar- 


dians of that peculiar interest have retained, and | 
will retain, in the organization of that court, a | 


majority of members who form their local 
Mr. STOCKTON. I am altogether unac- 
quainted with the rules which govern the order of 


the Senate; I do not, therefore, know exactly what | 


course to take except this—to say that, as an Amer- 


ican citizen and a Senator, | cannot sit here and | 
hear such language in reference to the Supreme | 
Court of the United States, without doing some- | 


thine to arrest this coursg of debate. 
Senator Lo orger. 


I call the 


Jerse 


order. The Chair does not think himself at liberty 


to decide that the Senator from New Hampshire | 


is out of order, inasmuch as his remarks do not || 


apply either to this body or to the other House, 


the rules particularly protecting the other House | 


against any improper allusion on the part of mem- 
bers of the Senate. 


Itis for the Senator himself | 


to determine how far it is proper for a member of | 
this branch of the Government to hold up either || 
to ridicule or denunciation, another coérdinate }} 


branch of the Government. 
himself. 
Mr. HALE. 


It must rest with 


Jersey misugderstood the application of one re- | 


mark that I made, and that was, in reference to 


|18 the subject of his affections. 


slavery. Lsay, and I repeat, with all the respect 
which is due to the Supreme Court—and I am not 
going to sey how much that is—rending the re- 
yorts of their decisions whenever that institution 
hes come before them, the most jealous friend of 
slavery could not fail to have his fears quieted as 
he read in the Book of the Chronicles the doings 
of that tribunal in regard to the institution which 
No, sir, all the 
proceedings of those territorial judges, be they 
what they may, must come for ultimate supervis- 


| jon and correction before this tribunal of the Su- 
| preme Court of the United States, 


| rogatory, for the purpose of opening that reservoir 


a great deal of pleasure and some instruction, did 


| that speech at some future day. ‘The honorable 


| these compromise measures were passed. 


. i * . . 
| says that before their passage there was acom- |; yielded to the last inch, every claim, and every 
The honorable Senator from New || 


the prostration and prostitution of certain influ- || 


ences. 


This remark did not apply to the Supreme | 


Court of the United States, because no case grow- | 


them. I confess that [ had supposed it was but 


a legitimate range of debate to comment upon the | 
cae of other branches of Government; and | 


thought I had authority for it, from remarks 
which have been thrown out this session, in com- 


menting on some of the duties of the President of | 


the United States. I supposed that the President 
the Government, as much as the Judiciary; but 
remarks reflecting on the conduct of the President 
of the United States have been indulged in at this 
session. If my reading is right, there has hereto- 
fore been a ood deal of latitude allowed in de- 


bate, not only in speaking against acts, but in | 


impeaching and impugning his motives. I have 
only said that the constitution of the Supreme 
Court of the United States was composed of a 


| and healing plasters to cover up these bleeding 


| wounds, but that since they have, the case has | 
: || 
ing out of the fugitive slave law ever came before | 


| produced sttch a state of irritation in the patients, 


|| with great deference to the better judement of the 
of the United States was a codrdinate branch of | 


' I confess that there is another dark speck in the | 
The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New | 
calls the Senator from New Hampshire to | 


I have not, as I said, been making a speech. I 


have been putting forth matters by way of inter- 


of information and instruction which will soon |} 
pour its learning upon the Senate, in the hope that 
the darknessunder which I am laboring—the cloud | 
which obstructs my vision—mnuy be illuminated. 


horizon. It seems to me that these compromise 
mensures have not had that quieting effect upon | 


| the nerves of gentlemen which their friends anti- | 


cipated. The honorable Senator from South {| 
Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,} to,whom I listened with 


not seem to be quieted. If the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi is not going to bag his game, 
and go home in a hurry, | may hope to reply to 


Senator from South Carolina says the condition 


of the South is infinitely worse than it was before 


He |} 


parative state of quiet, not perfect, for nothing can 
be perfect in this world, but there was a compara- 


| tive state of quiet until these ‘distinguished men | 


of the Senate’’ came with their soothing palliatives 


been infinitely worse. Well, the Senator from 
Mississippiseems now to think the disease must be 
treated on the homeopathic principle, and that, as 
these compromise measures in several acts have 


asmall dose by way of resolution, will certainly 
cure the disease. I do not believe it. I believe, | 
honorable Senator from Mississippi, that theintro- 
duction of this very. measure—of this very resolu- 
tion, has not been healing, quieting, and soothing. 


| [| know it is out of order to make personal allu- 


| sions, but I think the honorable Senator from South 


Carolina (Mr. Burter] mentioned in his speech 


| that it had not had that effect on him, but that it 


majority of men who, from their local position, || 
ure supposed peculiarly to represent this interest, | 
and that the advocates of slavery would always | 
find a safe citadel there. They may be driven from | 


the Senate, but it will be a great while before that 
comes to pass; for these twenty-eight States will 
not come in so fast as the Senator from South 
Carolina fancies. I have found that it is always 
States that are called free that, when they get into 
Congress, and go to voting, are found voting on 
the side of what the Senator from South Carolina 
would denominate the fanatics. 
times very conservative in their views; and there 
is a great deal of truth in the remark which the 
Senator from South Carolina made yesterday, that 
the North were South in the House sometime ago 
on this subject; that is, the North sustained slavery 
in its demands; but he said the South were not 
true to themselves. What was the reason? Why, 
it was because Northern servility outran Southern 
arrogance. Thatisthereason. They saw North- 
ern men ruining themselves at home among their 
constituents by the depth to which they yielded, 
and therefore it was that some from the South gave 
way and said, they would not slaughter their 
friends at home by asking them to sacrifice them- 
selves for them. That is the reason the South did 
not get all that some Southern men desired. 

Some of these Northern men found what Gen- 
eral Scott found when he was ordered to Mexico. 
They found a fire in the rear, and they began to 
find that the fire in the rear was hotter than the 


They are some- | 


————— 


| not; nor did the original dose in the first instance. 


| that ever was known to call it a compromise. 


rather opened old wounds which he had hoped the 
healing influences of time might have cured. 

Mr. FOOTE. Has ithad a soothing influence 
on the Senator? 
Mr. HALE. The honorable Senator makes a 
yersonal appeal to me; he wants to know if it has 
had such an effect upon me. I confess that it has 


I thought it ill-judged and ill-advised, and I think 
so now. I think it was the greatest misnomer 


I 


think the honorable Senator from Mississippi has 


| very rightly named it when he says that the South | 
| got all she claimed; début he adds that she did not | 


; 


that the Government should go on in its old 


claim anything but what was right. I remember 
hearing a controversy about the freedom of con- 
science in old times between a Quaker and a 
Presbyterian.’ The Presbyterian told the Quaker, | 
** You have liberty of conscience; you have liberty | 
to believe what is right, and nobody should have 
liberty to believe what is wrong.”’ The honor- 
able Senator says the South got all she claimed; 
but he consoles us and applies a palliative to our 
irritated feelings by telling us that she only claimed- 
what was right. I thought that we of the North || 
claimed nothing but what was right. We claimed 
course. We claimed that that system of legisla- 
tion, older than the Censtitution itself, sanctioned) 
by Washington, and by all our Presidents, from | 
ashington to James K. Polk, affirming and de- | 
termining the right of legislation over slavery in | 
the Territories, should be adhered to. "We asked 
that there should be no new lights set up for us || 


j 


| 


GLOBE. 


|| their winnings and losings. 
| given up? 
|| black or white, is claimed as a fugitive from labor. 
| all that a Northern man has ever held sacred jn 
| the institutions of human government, he has to 


|} at once. 


| will bethiscompromise. I thought it was ill-timed 
|| in the beginning—I thought it was ill-timed to call 


| have to be rechristened in the new. 
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planted, and guide our way by the light which 
his successors had shed upon the path of daty 
That was all we asked, ont we humbly thought 
we were asking nothing but what was right: |, 
the Senator from Mississippi comes and ; . 
to reverse our na: retrace our progress 
and nullify and stultify the legislation which hee 
marked the history of the country from the adey 
tion of the Constitution, and before the adoption 
of the Constitution, to the signing of the Oreoo, 
bill, and give slavery free liberty to enter upon alP 
the Territories. ‘The honorable Senator asked ys 
to do that, and we did it; and then he says we dig 
no great things after all, because he only asked 
When he asked us to 


but 
asks ns 


us to do what was right. 


| give up a principle which had been consecrated 
| by the continued practice of the Republic from jg 


first days to that moment, he asked us not only to 
say that there should be no Jegislation againg 


| slavery, but that we should invite slavery to go tp 


the ‘Territories. Now he says it was right, and 


| we did well. 


Sir, I should like te see a spirit of candor, and 
Northern men and Southern men sit down and 
candidiy talk over the compromise, and count yp 
What have the North 
Why, when a citizen of the free States, 


surrender. He has the trial by jury, and the ha. 


| beas corpus, and the right of personal replevin— 


all are to be thrown into the scale, and surrendered 
And is that all? No, sir. He is called 


} upon, after he has done all this—afier he has 


demand that are made upon him, and it is said 
that he cannot have the reputation of being an 
honest citizen unless he 1s ready once in twelve 


| months to reéndorse the act, and to swear to the 


compromise. 

I am afraid that if we magnify this compromise 
much more, it will come, by and by, in the polit- 
ical creed, to usurp the place of the famous reso- 


| lutions of 98; and that instead of their being a 


standard and measure of a man’s orthodoxy, 


it 
ib 


it up now to have it rechristened. It seems to me 


| to be an impeachment of the orthodoxy of those 


who passed the act. Sometimes we know that 


| when a man is converted from one sect to another 


yretty rigid one, although his children may have 
een baptized in the form of his old faith, they 
It seems to 
me that that is the attempt which is made now. It 
is an impeachment of the orthodoxy of those whe 


| passed the act, and as if it gave a foree and validity 


which the original act did not. Therefore it is, 


_ perhaps, that we, in our wisdom and strength, are 
|| to reéndorse and rebaptize it, and tell the good 
oe pe of the United States that this fugitive slave 


aw in particular is a good one. If this resolution 


|is to be adopted (although I have been accused 
| sometimes of offering amendments with sinister 
| views to defeat the original resolution) I shall 
| question whether it is not my duty, as a member 
of this Congress, to add some other acts to it, and 


to include in the resolution other measures which 
the last Congress in their wisdom enacted, which 
are good, and ought to be observed and carried 
out, until some sovereignty wants it altered, for it 


| seems to me that that is all the limitation which 


the Senator would impose. ; 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I simply rise 
say that | am desirous of having an opportunity 
of vindicating this poor resolution of mine against 
the opposition of extremists in the opposite sec 
tions of the Union. I had expected to see this 
happy harmony between gentlemen of extreme 
opinions North and South; I had expected them 
to feel that sweet concert of action and sentiment 
here, and my anticipation has been fully realized. 
But I am exceedingly anxious, feeble as I am, and 
inadequate as I am to the performance ef the task, 
to have an opportunity of meeting these extremis's 
of the North and extremists of the South upo® 
this subject. I am anxious to have an opportu- 
nity of showing to the whole country that this 
resolution has been wholly misunderstood in ''s 
character and bearing, and that it is calculated te 


|| to follow? We asked that we might go on as in || have a very different effect from that which the 
fire in front; therefore it was that there was a |! the old days of the Republic—that we might walk || honorable gentleman who has just taken his seat 
change brought about on the floor of the House |; in the footsteps which Washington himself had || thinks it likély to produce. 
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Certainly it is not at all astonishing that the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Hates] and the honorable Senator from South 
(‘arolina, (Mr. Ruert,]} should be opposed to this 
regolution, It would have surprised me exceed- 
ingly if either of them had been in favor of it, | 
hecause all must understand that the resolution is | 
wit calculated to produce additional agitation or | 
to disquiet the public mind. It seems to be | 
strongly censure by gentlemen not very remark- 
able, they will permit me to say, for the manifes- 
tation of & 
mind Nort 
quiet and eomposure. 
gentlemen is the best recomment 
jution, and will serve to show to all that the resolu- 


and South to remain in a state of 
The ee of these 


tion 


[ did not rise at the present time for the purpose 
of replying to the remarks of these gentlemen, but 


simply for the purpose of suggesting to the Senate 
Pie, . -_s we i 
the claim which I feel that I have upon their indul- | 


sence, to allow me an opportunity to reply to the 
Senators from New Hampshire and South Caro- 
lina to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER. I feel it te be but an act of jus- 
tice to the judiciary to say something in relation 
to the remarks of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 1 participated in the same feelings which 
ectuated my friend from New Jersey, [Mr. Srock- 
ron,} when he rose to the point of order. 
does the Senator from New Hampshire mean, 
when he says that so long as the Supreme Court 
of the United States is organized as it is, we must 
expect the influence of the judges in favor of sla- 
very? Isit hisobject to say that that Court should 
be constituted differently from what it is eonsti- 
tuted under the Constitution of the United States? 
Js it to its organization, as a judicial tribunal, that 
he objects? What does he mean? 

Mr. HALE. What I meant to say was this: 
That the division of the United States into judicial 
circuits, is such as to give a — of judges 
upon the Supreme Bench to those localities in 
which the institution of slavery is sustained. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then the Senator undertakes 
to say that the judges who come from the south- 
ern portion of the United States are not honest? 
for itamounts to that. As far as | can speak of 
the opinions of the Supreme Court, I can say that 
I have discovered nothing of the tendency attrib- 
uted in the decisions of the judges from one por- 
tion of the Union to the other. In the case of 
Prigg and the State of Pennsylvania, the judgment 
was, { believe, pronounced by a Southern judge, 
and I believe it has been generally understood to 
be one of the most unfortunate decisions, in its 
effects upon the South, of any that has ever been 
made by that bench. I believe that Jadge Wayne 
was authorized to draw that opinion. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
opinion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am informed that Judge 
Story delivered the opinion in that case, but Judge 
Wayne certainly eoncurred in it. The judges 
were not divided in their decision by any geo- 
graphical line. 

Since the gentleman has been so bold in his ex- 
pressions, I defy him, in the face of this Senate, to 
produce a single case in which the Supreme Court 
as deliberated on any matter affecting the institu- 
ton of slavery in accordance with the sections of 
country from which they came. The gentleman 
has made a bold assertion, which he cannot sus- 
‘un. The strongest opinion ever given on the 
Supreme bench, in relation to this subject, was in 
thecase of Prigg vs. the State of Pennsylvania, in 
which Judge Wayne, the extreme Southern judge, 


give a separate decision, concurring with Judge 
Stony. as it come to this, that because judges 


in the original organization of the Supreme Court 
under the Constitution, and at a time when honest 
men were disposed to preserve and observe 
it—were sworn to observe the Constitution and 
the laws of the land—they can have it imputed to 
them that, if they come from one section of the 
Union, they are less likely to be honest than those 
who come from another? If the gentleman in- 
tends to have a reorganization of this Court, I 
presume he wants to have it in such a way as to 
give a preponderance to the Northern section. 

f you will select a lawyer from any section of 
the United States, and place him upon that bench, 
if he is an honest man, I would as soon trust him 


THE 


| 


roper willingness to allow the public || 


ation to the reso- | 


1! 


i} 
} a. 
1} atlacning them. 


What 


Judge Story delivered that | 
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if he came from the North as if he came from the 

| South. Iam not one of those who believe that a 

| judgecan act under the temptations of a demagogue. 
Placed on that bench—elevated above the ordinary 

| excitements which too much influence political 

controversies, they have nothing to do but to ap- 

peal to the Constitution, and be governed by their 

consciences in the administration of justice. IT -will 

} not, as a Southern man, allow myself to suppose | 

| that any of the considerations imputed to South- 

ern judges would influence Northern judges while 

in the discharge of the high duties devolved upon 

| them. 


| 
i 


[ would rather 

have heard of any other department of this Gov- 
| ernment being assailed, because the other depart- 
| ments may have their representatives and advo- 
| cates on this floor. ‘The President has his advo- 
cates here. The different political parties have 
their advocates. The Judges of the Supreme 
|-Court have to take the aspersions of everybody 

who may think proper to make political capital by 
[ am a very unworthy person to 
speak for them on this occasion, and I do solemnly 
i} declare, so far as regards their opinions on the 


! subject of slavery, in looking through them, | have 
}} not been able to discover anything like a bias, 


| North or South. 
Mr. HALE. One fact cannot have escaped the 
}} attention of anybody who has been in the Senate 
\\ for the last few years, bécause it is a fact to which 
There was arreat con- 
| stitutional question of law, upon which there was 
| difficulty. I allude to the question whetherslavery 
|| was or was notabolished in the territories acquired 
| from Mexico by the operation of the Mexican 
| laws. 
upon the floor of the Senate, that every Senator 
i} who spoke on that subject, living south of a cer- 
{| tain geographical line, took one view of the con- 
| stitutional question, and those living north of that 
geographical line, took a contrary view. 





It is not so. 

| Mr. DOUGLAS. That is contrary to the fact. 
|} Mr. HALE. I say that the fact was so stated 
\| upon the floor of the Senate. Such is my recol- 
| lection. There may have been some exceptions, 
|| and gentlemen will remember them if there were. 
|: The general fact was, that lawyers on one side of 


| the line pronounced that the question of constitu- | 
| tional law ought to be one way; and lawyers on | 


| the other side of the line pronounced that it ought 
|| to be the other way. If there were individual ex- 
i ceptions, they have escaped my recollection. 
| fact was alluded to in a speech delivered to the 
i Senate by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuasz.] 
\| It is no impeachment of a man’s integrity—what- 

ever the Senator from South Carolina may con- 
sider it—to say that a man’s opinions are influ- 
enced, bent, and biased, by the circumstances in 
which he may be placed—by the localities and 


|man. That is the fact, and the history of the 
country will show it; and we are not so blind as 


think the fact is not consistent with the hichest 
degree of purity in mankind.» Such is the fact; 
| it always has been, and always will be so until 
human nature is regenerated. 
| What did I say about the Supreme Court? I 
! said, and I repeat, that I believe it is the citadel in 
which this institution of slavery has been pro- 
tected, and will be protected; and I say that the 
| constitution of that court—not its constitutional 
organization, for the circuits are organized by act 
f Congress—I say that these judicial districts or 
eircuits, are so organized that a majority of the 
| judges upon the Supreme Bench are from those 
parts of the country in which the institution of 
| slavery is upheld. The Senator from Ohio alluded 





| 
|| to this ina speech which he delivered to the Senate 
| some time ago, and in that speech demonstrated, 
\| by reference to the history of the country, that it 
| had always been so. If it has not always been 
|} so, and if Southern gentlemen have had such 
| high confidence in Northern re wonder it 
has not manifested itself in the 
country. 
Mr. CASS. Does ths honorable Senator mean 
to intimate, that the fonr fudges from the non- 


I will not. make such an imputation upon | 
the judges of the North. It is acasuistry of mo- | 

rality which will allow gentlemen to make such | 
|, charges to pollute the public mind 
is such aone as should be adopted by the | 


' 
Senate. 


It was remarked as a very astonishing fact | 


Mr. WALKER, Mr. BUTLER, Mr. UNDER- | 


This | 


It is | 


{ nal 

to shut our eyes to an existing fact, because we | 
i 

| 


BEL 


| slaveholding States have uniformly gone 


| The honorable Senator fi 
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acrainst 
the five judges from the slaveholding States, in ref- 
erence to this question ? 
Mr. HALE. I did not say any such thing. 
Mr. CASS. Then it was not owing to the dt- 
vision of the districts. 


Mr. H ALE, l did not mean 


— 


any such thing. 


rom South Carolina al- 
luded to that; 


and he says that you cannot find a 
case in which the judges were divided in their opin- 
ions by geographical lines. Well, can the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina find a case » Sen- 
ators upon this floor have divided acco ling to 
geographical lines? Can he find it the other 
House? But toreturn tothe point. I e ren- 
tlemen have such hieh econfid in the i rity 

| of Northern lawyers, why has it happened that 

| they have never trusted a majority of Northern 
lawyers on that bench? If they have had such 

| confidence in the learning and the intecrity of 


Northern lawyers, why, in the name of God, has 


it not manifested itseif in the legislation of the 
country? No, sir. The territory covered by the 
free States is vastly lareer, and their 1 


lation 
and business is vastly larger than that of the slave 
States; yet this interest has always been ec: 


} reful; 

or, if it has not always been careful, it ways 
| accidentally secured a majority of Southern gen- 
tlemen upon that tribunal, from the ning of 
the Government down to the present time.” It 
would be time enough to talk of havine confidence 
in the integrity of Northern lawyers, when you 
shall have shown yourselves willing to trust a 


(| and 1 swppose that I have as 
| constitution as 


| I will stake what little rep 


i the United States rest the final hones of the 


majority of them to try those You never 
have trusted them, and, my word for it, the dav 
is far distant when this confidence will be t 
fested in the organization of this court. 

I know thatlI am speaking in a Senate full of 
lawyers. I believe that more than nine tenths of 
the body are lawyers. I know what the feelings 
of lawyers are in regard to judges. I know that 
respect for courts is a part of their very nature; 


cases, 


mant- 


much of that in my 
men. But all of it I 
say, and I repeat it, I appeal to the country to bear 
me witness, I will make the issue before the w 
» attaches to so 
my own upon the assertion, 
that upon the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
1 insti- 
tution of slavery. Ihave said this without im- 
peaching their integrity. I have said nv thing 


most With 

‘ 
rid, 
tatlo 


humble a name as 


about their imtegrity; and the reraark which the 
honorable Senator from New Jersey |Mr. Srocr- 
| TON] attributed to me, about some judges pros- 
trating and prostituting themselves before the 


egisiation of the | aa ; 
\ of Thirteen, I contended that that provision which 


a e 
influence of this metitution, did not 


ipply to the 
judges of the Supreme Court 


, but elsewhere, be- 
cause there have under this law 
before that court. I stand to the gene! ul truth of 
the remark which I have made. I believe what I 
have said, that it has been constituted with that 
object in view, with the hope that the anchor of 
slavery might there rest in a sure place. A major- 
itv of that court have been st lected for their ho ~nl 
positions. In saying this I do not mean to say that 
a man coming from acertain latitude is a dishonest 
man. Nosuch thing. I have said nothing from 
which that can be intimated. What I have said 
l repeat, that the judges of the Supreme Court are 
nothing but men. I think I as good 
specimens elsewhere. Being nothing but men, 
from the necessity of their moral and intellectual 
constitution, it must be that they art 


peen no c% 


have seen 


influenced, 


| more or less, by the institutions and influences of 


the places from which they come. This is what I 


| have said, and this is what I stand by. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. [riseto: 
ator from New Hampshire in one particular. He 
has fallen into a great mistake, when he says that 

the Senators south of Mason and Dixon’s line 
thought alike upon the particular subject to which 
‘he alluded. In reference to the continuation in 
full force of the laws of Mexico, I expressed the 
| opinion, upon the floor of the Senate, that they 
did so continue, in response to a question put to 
me by the late Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Daytonx,} some years since. I have entertained 
that opinion from that day to this, and have 
avowed it on all suitable occasions. After the 
compromise bill was reported by the Committee 


orreet the Sen- 


rohibited the local Legistatures from passing any 
aw in respect to slavery within these territories, 
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amounted, on that account, to the Wilmot proviso, | 
and was anxious that it should be stricken out on 
thataccount. I go further. If I am not mistaken, 
my colleague, [Mr. Cray,] who was in a very 
great degree the author of these compromise meas- 
ures, entertained and expressed the same opinions 
which | myself have entertaired on this subject. 
So that we at least constitute exceptions to the 
gentleman’s remarks. 

The Senator from New Hampshire seems to 


a eee = 


have forgotten that in the organization of the Su- | 


preme Court and districts over which the judges 
are to preside, that that took place many years 
ago, before this agitation on the subject of slavery 
occurred. If he will reflect a moment he will see 
that he is mistaken in another particular. There is 
much more territory east of the Mississippi, within 
the limits of the slave States, than there is within 
the limits of the free States; and in the organiza- 
tion of these judicial districts, originally, some 
respect was paid to territory as well as to popula- 
tion. On that account the legislation of Congress, 
in forming the judicial districts, necessarily pro- 
duced the orgenization of the court as it is. 

The Senator is mistaken in supposing that at the 
time these judicial districts were formed, the free 
States had a greater extent of territory than the 
slave States. The fact is entirely the reverse. So 
that you canaccount for the existing state of things 
without supposing that there were any sinister 
motives in Congress, in the organization of the 
Supreme Court, which | think the gentleman has 
attributed to the two branches of Congress. He 
should also recollect that during this whole time 
there has been a majority of the free States in both 
Houses of Congress. It was Congress that regu- 
lated these districts, and they regulated them upon 
the basis of territory and population. 

I ask you, Mr. President, and I ask the Senate, 
if it be right to make imputations against the 
judges of the Supreme Court, or to make remarks 
from which inferences can be drawn unfavorable 
to their purity—from which inferences may be 


drawn stigmatizing them as corrupt men, without | 


specifying the paeticular act?) When the gentle 
man makes remarks of this sort, let him point out 
the particular decision—the ruling of a particular 
point, which he may be disposed to denominate 
corrupt or incorrect, before we can take issue with 
him. It isa very easy matter to deal in general 
declamation, and to say that a body of men may 
be unworthy of trust—that they may be corrupt. 
Why, you cannot take issue upon a general dec- 
laration of that sort, except by an unqualified 
denial. 

The gentleman chooses to impeach the proceed- 
ings of the Supreme Court. 
decision; let him bring evidence, either of imbecil- 
ity or corruption, and then we can see the ground 
upon which the charge is made. So far as my ob- 
servation of the proceedings of that court has 
gone; so far as I have read the decisions of that 
court on questions connected with the institution 
of slavery, they have done nothing more than 
carry out the Constitution and laws of the country; 
and if they had not carried out that Constitution 


| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


Let him point to a | 


and those laws, they would have been corrupt. | 
They are bound by an oath to support the Con- | 
stitution and the laws, and their administration of | 
those laws, in accordance with the Constitution, | 


is the very best evidence of their 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 
honorable Senator from North 


yer y. 


Carolina [Mr. 


Bancrr] wishes to make a few remarks on this | 
I shall be pleased to hear him, but | 


oa point. 
1¢ is not now here. I movethat the Senate adjourn. 


believe that the | 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, December 17, 1851. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || Thompson, widow of John Thompson, praying 


GOVERNOR KOSSUTH. 


Mr. CARTTER asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to Antroducea resolution proposing | 


the appointment of a committee of five by the | 


Chair to wait upon Louis Kossuth on his arrival | 


in Washington, and introduce him to the House 
of Representatives, 


j 
; 


' : | 
Mr. C. said the resolution was the same as that |: 


passed on the part of the Senate. 


‘ 

























































THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Objection was made by several, and the resolu- | 
tion was not received. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the regu- | 
lar order of business. 

Mr. FICKLIN. If I can get the ear of the | 
House, I desire to make a single suggestion. It | 
is, that by general consent we now proceed to call | 
the States for resolutions, in order to give gentle- | 
men an opportunity to introduce their resolutions | 
and bills. 


WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order | 
is the motion pending on the adjournment yester- 
day, that the rules be suspended and the House | 


state of the Union, with the view to consider the 
resolution introduced by the gentleman from Ma- | 


ryland, (Mr. Waxsu,] for the continuance of the |! 


work on the Capitol. | 
The question was then taken, and decided in | 
the negative—ayes 46, noes not counted. 
So the House refused to resolve itself into Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


Calls for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER said that petitions were in | 
order from the State of Maine. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would respectfully sub- 


mit that there have been a great many attempts | 


made hy gentlemen to introduce resolutions and 
bills. LI hope, by general consent, we will have a 
call of the States for resolutions and bills. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 
sent to the call for resolutions. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 


The House then proceeded to the regular order 
| of business, which was the call of the States for | 


petitions. 

Mr. KING, of Rhode Island, presented the pe- 
tition of Lewis E. Simmons, Captain in the Uni- 
ted States Navy, praying to be reimbursed for the 
expenses of certain suits to which he has been 
subjected in consequence of the discharge of his 
duty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, presented the | 


memorial of Norman Sherwood, of Southport, 


Connecticut, praying for relief in relation to Mex- | 


ican indemnity; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. KING, of New York, said he had .no pe- 
titions, and asked the unanimous consent o€ the 
House to present ‘ resolution, which he hoped 
might be read for information. 

Mr. CLINGMAN objected. 

Mr. HAVEN presented the petition of John O. 


Hodge, of Cleveland, Ohio, now a pensioner at | 
- ~~ - * ' 
the rate of $96 per year, for an increase of pen- | 


sion, in consequence of disabilities received in the 
Mexican war; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BOWNE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Joshua P. Pow- 
ers be taken from the files of the House and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BOWNE also presented the petition of the 
assistant marshals of the county of Kings, and 


southern district of the State of New York, for || 
° ° . : e ° | 
increased compensation for their services in taking | 
the Seventh Census; which was appropriately re- || 


ferred. 


Mr. BURROWS presented the petition of Cap- | 


tain Hugh N. Page and other officers of the Navy, 


asking Congress to make provision for their relief 


similar to that made for the United States arm 
serving in California and Oregon; also, the peti- 
tion of petty officers, seamen, and marines of the 


United States Navy, who served in the frigate | 
Savannah, on the coast of California, praying | 


for compensation similar to that granted by Con- 

| gress to the army serving in California and Ore- 

gon; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Phebe 


for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented the memorial of 


merchants and others of the city of Philadelphia, 
asking for the erection of piers and the construc- 
tion of a harbor in the Delaware river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. JOHN W. HOWE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Lynch be 





Let us have the general con- | 


nein > 


withdrawn from the files of the House, and erred a 
-Committee on Pensions. Y on 0 the 
On motion by Mr. KUHNS, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the papers of James Johnson be with- 
| drawn from the files of the House, and referred to the Ce 
| mittee of Claims. - ae 


On motion by Mr. HAMMOND, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Samuel T. An. 
derson, of the city of Baltimore, be withdrawn from, the 
files of the House and referred to the Committee on Nava} 
Affairs. 

Mr. BOCOCK presented the petition and pa- 
pers of Daniel Guenapt for a pension, in consider. 
ation of injuries received while in the service of 
the United States during the war with Great Bri. 
ain; which was referred to the Committee on |p. 
valid Pensions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN gave notice of his intention 
to move to repeal so much of the standing rules of 
the House as provides for calling the States for 
petitions. 

Mr. AIKEN presented the memorial of Ann Y. 
Kelly, of Charleston, South Carolina, praying for 
an examination of the proceedings of the Board of 


' 
' 
| 


' 


|| Claims against Mexico; which was referred to the 


Committee of Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, presented the pe- 
tition of James M. Smyth; also, of A. H. Shep- 
herd, for indemnity for loss sustained from hostlle 
Creek Indians in 1836; which were referred to the 
| Committee of Claims. 
| On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, it 
|| Was 
Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Moses Mat- 
|, thews, praying for indemnity for property destroyed by the 
|, enemy during the war of the Revolution, be taken from the 
| files of the House, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr. JACKSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam O. Handley, grandson of Major George 
Handley, of the Georgia line of the Continental 
Army, praying for commutation pay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. . 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, presented the peti- 
tion of the register and receiver of the land office 
at Monroe, Louisiana, for compensation for loca- 
ting military land warrants and Choctaw scrip; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. M. also asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 

| notice had been given, for the removal of the Red 
|| river raft. 


|| Mr. MeMULLIN objected. 
} 


Mr. GIDDINGS wished to say to the House 
that the presentation of petitions in this manner 
was a waste of time. Gentlemen were at liberty to 
send in their petitions indorsed at any time under 
| the rules. e moved that we dispense with the 
|, further call for petitions, and that the House do 
now proceed to the next order of the day. 

Mr. JONES said that motion was not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS thenasked unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. EDGERTON presented the petition of Ab- 
| ner Merrill for an invalid pension; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. E. also gave notice that he would on to- 
| morrow, or some subsequent day, introduce a bill 
for the survey of the townships of Pulaski, Cen- 
| tre, and St. Joseph’s, in Williams county, Ohio, 
| being townships six north, and ranges one, two, 
and three east of the principal meridian. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce ® 
bill, of which previous notice had been given. He 
asked that it might be read for information. 

Mr. FICKLIN said, that he would be glad to 
_ accommodate the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Marsnatt,] but objection had been made to all 
other. attempts to introduce bills. He therefore 
objected to this. 

r. STANTON, of Kentucky, presented the 
memorial of Charles C. Lacy and J. F. Jones, 
| late assistant marshals in the State of Kentucky, 
asking for compensation for taking the census; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, presented.a res- 
| olution of a public meeting of the citizens of the 
| town of Westfield, county of Hamilton, and State 
| of Indiana, recommending tha? no more public 
lands be sold, and that Congress provide for the 
| free grant of the.public lands, in small parcels, ‘0 
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ihe jandless citizens of the several States and Ter- || merchants and other business-men of Galveston, || T. said there may be a difference of o 
Texas, praying for a reconnoissance of the coast of | 


rtories. He asked that it be referred to'the Com- 
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mittee On Agriculture; which motion was agreed |, Texas, and for the construction of a light-house, 


"Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of | 
Hiram Duncan and 52 others, of the counties of | 
Hancock and Hamilton, State of Indiana, pray- | 
ng that the offices of chaplain in the Army and || 
Navy and Congress might be abolished; which } 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘Mr. BISSELL presented the petition of Jacob 
Shy, praying for a back pension; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. B. also asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce a bill; which was objected to. 

Mr. FICKLIN presented the petition of James 
M. Davis and others, late registers and receivers 
of the land office at Vandalia, Illinois, asking com- 
pensation for the location of bounty land warrants; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


ands. 
ae CAMPBELL, of Illinois, presented the 
memorial of the widow and heirs of Elijah Beebe 
for losses by Indian depredations; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. C. also asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce a bill for the improvement of 
Rock Island and the Des Moines Rapids, in the 
Mississippi river. 


| 


Mr. EVANS objected. i] 


> 

Mr. CAMPBELL also presented the memorial 
of John Frink, praying for relief; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill, of | 
which previous notice had been given. 

Mr. J. said, if objections were continually made 
to the introduction of bills, he wished to know || 
when members were ever to have the opportunity | 
of introducing them, and having them referred to 
the appropriate committees? 

Mr. EVANS objected to its introdaction. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, That Henry Chapman and William Woodbridge 
have leave to withdraw their petitions and papers from the 
files of the House, that they may be referred to the Commit- | 
tee on the Judiciary in the Senate. | 


Mr. CONGER presented the memorial of C. || 
Roosevelt and others, late and present registers || 
and receivers of the land office of Genesee, Michi- 
gan, asking compensation for locating military | 
land warrants; which was referred to the Conimit- | 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also presented the joint resolution of the | 
Legislature of Michigan in favor of a canal around || 
the Falls of St. Marie; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. C. also gave notice of his intention to ask || 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the construc- | 
tion of a ship canal around the Falls of the St. 
Marie river, at the foot of Lake Superior. Also | 
of a bill to grant certain public lands to the State 
of Michigan, to aid that State in the construction | 
of the Clmton and Kalamazoo canal; which were || 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EASTMAN presented the petition of Cor- | 
nelius Zielie, for back pensions; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Reveletiqnary Pensions. 

Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill to grant to the several States of the 
Union the proceeds of certain public lands, for the || 


i 


navy-yard, and fortifications; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
standing committees for reports. 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
Thomas Barclay Livingston, consul for the United States 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, for increased compensation, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Foreigu Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. H., it was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Pieree Crosby and William E. Buckner, officers in the 
Navy of the United States, praying to be paid their respect 
ive shares of the award of the sale of the schooner Oregon, 
and that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HALL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 


| charged from the further consideration of the [subject not 


heard,] and it was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. CABELL. of Florida, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- | 


charged from the further consideration of the petition of 


Abigail Connell, of New Hampshire, for a navy pension; | 


and it was referred to the Committee on Invatid Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. BOCOCK,, it was 


that it be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
It was so referred. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the | 


States for resolutions, commencing with the State 


| of Maine. 
Mr. FULLER presented the following resolu- | 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to, 


|| viz: 


Resolved, That Jie Committee on the Judiciary be and 
they are hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing so much of the provisions of the act of Congress, 
approved March 3, 1847, chapter 45, as deprives seamen, 
who may libel a vessel for the recovery of wages, from re- 
covering full costs, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


NEWSPAPERS TO MEMBERS. 
Mr. FULLER submitted a resolution providing 


for four daily papers to the members of the pres- | 


ent and future Congresses. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ I believe that the 
rules prescribe that no member shall offer more 
than one resolution. 

TheSPEAKER. Thatisthe rule ofthe House. 

Mr. FULLER. That is in regard to resolu- 
tions on the same subject. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order without the 
general consent of the House—the resolution being 
a distinct one in a distinct form. 

Mr. FULLER withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. GOODENOW offered the following reso- 
lution, and upon its adoption demanded the pre- 


| vious question: 


Resolved, That during the present and every future ses- 
sion of Congress, each Representative and Delegate in Con- 
gress be furnished with such newspapers and publications 


| as he shall select, not to exceed in amount per annum the 
| cost offour daily papers. 


The previous question was then seconded, and | 


the main question ordered. 
The question now being on the adoption of the 


relief and support of the indigent insane therein. _|| resolution, 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN said the people of New || 
Mexico had been urged to set up an independent i 


had been 
the States | 


government for themselves, and the 
promised the sustenance of several o 
of this Union. He hoped, under these circum- | 
stances, it would be the pleasure of this House to | 
grant the people their light to impart to them | 
knowledge of the affairs of the Government. He | 
asked the unanimous consent of the House to in- | 
troduce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed to cause, as soon as practicable, to be translated | 
into the Spanish language the President’s message and 


reports of heads of Departments, and to have printed in || 


said Janguage five thousand copies of the same, for dis- | 
‘bution anzong the Mexicans, in the territory acquired by | 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 


Mr. FICKLIN objected to the introduction of | 
the resolution. | 


Mr. HOWARD presented a memorial from the 





| 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 
and nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked for tellers 
| upon the call for the yeas and nays; but they were 


|| not ordered. 
‘| Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution upon 


the table; which motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
| resolution, it was taken, and the resolution agreed 
| to. 
| Mr. FULLER moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the resolution was adopted, and to lay that 
| motion upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


| Mr. TUCK, in eee of previous notice, 
| on leave, introduce 


a bill to provide for the ascer- | 
tainment and satisfaction of claims of American | 
_ citizens for spoliations committed by the French 


i Mr. BO 
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inion in the 
House as to the allowance of these i but I 
think there should be no difference as to a propo- 
sition to refer the bill to a select committee. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. TUCK hoped that it would not be killed in 
that way. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved that it be laid on the 
table. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to lay the bill upon the table. 

The question then recurred upon referring the 
bill to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs: which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MEACHAM, agreeably to previous notice, 
on leave, introduced a bill providiug for the pay- 
ment of Vermont volunteers in the battle of PlAtts- 
burg; which having been read a first and second 
time by its title, Mr. M. moved to refer it to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
Mr. DUNHAM moved its reference to the 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

The question was then taken upon referring it 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon referring it to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and it was 


' arreed to. 
Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- || 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
| Josiah P. Pilcher, a volunteer, asking for certain pay, and | 


Mr. ALLEN offered the following resolution: 


Whereas the best interests of the country demand that 
the great and rapidly increasing patronage of the Executive 
Department of the General Government be diminished, by 
transtering the power of appointment, whenever it can be 
done without prejudice to the public service from the Execu- 
tive to the people; and Whereas the appointment of more 
than twenty thousand deputy postmasters constitutes the 
largest branch of that vast patronage 

Be it therefore resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instracted to report, within thirty days, an 
amendment to the Constitution, by which Congress shall be 
empowered to provide, as far as practicable, for the election 
of deputy postmasters by the qualified voters in the respect 
ive localities in which post offices are situated: Provided, 
That if, in the opinion of said committee, Congress has 
already such constitutional power, said committee shall, 
instead of said amendment, report within the time aforesaid 
the bill to effect the aforesaid object. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I propose to debate the resolution. 
Does it go over? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the rule. 

TheSPEAKER. Theresolution would go over 
after the first thirty days of the session. 

Mr. ORR. I make the question with the Chair. 
Will the Chair decide it? 

Mr. JONES. If the Speaker will refer to the 
24th rule—that in relation to receiving petitions 
the first thirty days—he will find it as follows: 
‘* That petitions, memorials, and other papers ad- 
‘dressed to the House, shal! be presented by the 
‘ Speaker, or by a member in his place; a brief 
‘statement of the contents thereof shall be made 
‘ verbally by the introducer; they shall not be de- 
* bated on the day of their being presented.” 

The 25th rule says, that resolutions shall then 
be called for in the same order, and disposed of 
by the same rules which apply to petitions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, upon examining 
the 24th and 25th rules, and finding that resoiu- 
tions must be disposed of in the same manner as 
petitions, changes his opinion, and the resolution 
| must go over. 

Mri ORR. i propose to debate the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Then it will go over. 


Mr. KING, of New York, offered the following 
resolution; which was read, and by unanimous 
consent considered and agreed to: 


It goes over under 


Resoived, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to this House the correspondence upon which the 
claims of citizens of the United States against Portugal have 
been adjusted, if not incompatible with the public interest. 

Mr. HAWS, on leave, introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, entitled ** An 
act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act regulating the 
carriage of ers in merchant vessels,’ ap- 
proved February 22, 1847; also to amend an act 
entitled ‘ An act to provide for the ventilation of 
passenger vessels,’’’ approved May 17, 1845; 
which was read the first and second time by its 


E, on leave, introduced a joint res- 


| prior to the 3ist day July, 1801; which having || title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


n read a first and second time by its title, Mr. 
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olution to grant land to the Hungarian exiles; | there be an appeal from the decision of the Chair, 


which was read a first and second time by its title. 
The resolution was as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 


the United States in Congress assembled, That one hundred 
and sixty acres of land be granted to each of the Hungarian 
citizens, Who have been transported to this country by the 
orders of this Government; said land to be located by such 
Hungarian citizens from any lands belonging to this Gov- 
erninent now unoceupied, 

‘The question now was, Shall the resolution be 
read a second time? 

Objection was made. 

TheSPEAKER. Objection having been made, 
the question will be, Shall the resolution be re- 
jected ? 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I ask the gentle- 
man from New York to add a proviso to the joint 
resolution, that they go and live upon the land. 

Mr. JONES. | move to reject the bill. 

Mr. HALL. 
now to offer an amendment to the resolution? 

The SPBAKER, [t will not be in order until 
the resolution shall have been read a second time. 
it has been read the first time, and the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] moves its rejection. 

Mr. HALL. I want only to propose that our 
citizens shall be entitled to the same privileges as 
his Dutchmen. ‘That is ail. 


Mr. GIDDINGS demanded the yeas and nays | 


on the rejection of the resolution. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
resolution of the House, and it has not the words 
nefessary to make ita jointresolution. I presume 
if it is proposed to debate it, it will go over under 
the rule. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 


nessee [Mr. Jones] having moved a rejection of | 


the resolution, in the opinion of the Chair that 
question will have to be taken. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
motion to reject, as it 18 not a joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana {Mr. Gorman] intend to debate the reso- 
lution ? 

Mr. GORMAN. 

The SPEAKER. 
over. 

Mr. EVANS. Iask whether it is not a joint 
resolution ? . 

The SPEAKER. 
nature of a joint resolution. 

Mr. EVANS. I wish merely to suggest to the 
Chair that the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Bowne,] when he offered that resolution, called for 
the previous question. After the gentleman had 
called for the previous question, the gentleman 


Certainly. 


from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] moved to reject the | 


resolution. ‘The motion for the previous question 
was not put by the Chair, and the gentlemen had 


no right to interpose the proposition he made— | 


thereby carrying the resolution over, unless the 
previous question was first rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The House refused to sec- 
ond the call for the previous question. 

Mr. EVANS. 
from New York [Mr. Bowne] tells me that the 
motion was not put. 

Mr. BOWNE. I moved the previeus question, 
but | do not understand that it was put. 

The SPEAKER. 


the House upon the call for the previous question. 

Mr. HALL. 1 move tolay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. STUART. 
resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk so reports it. 

Mr. STUART. I would inquire if under the 
59th rule it would go over? 

The SPEAKER then read the 115th and 116th 


rules, as follow: 


I wish to inquire if it is a joint 


I withdraw the 


I trust the gentleman from | 
New York will be indulged in testing the sense of 


heretofore granted to William Woodworth; 


he will so order it. 
Mr. SACKETT introduced a bill, of which pre- 


vious notice had been given, entitled ‘‘ An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘ An act to extend the patent 
> 99 
which having been read a first and second time by 
its title, Mr. S. moved to refer it to the Committee 


| on Patents. 


Mr. TUCK moved to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said the same bill 
had been killed over and over again. They had to 
kill it every session. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to lay on the table. 

Mr. SACKETT said that gentlemen were mis- 


| taken in regard to the bill. 


1 would inquire if it is in omer , 
| peatedly before Congress. 


| bill upon the table; and, the question being put, it | 


The bill was then read through. 

Mr. TUCK said that, from the title of the bill, 
he inferred that it was a bill which had been re- 
He withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. ROBBINS renewed the motion to lay the 


| was not agreed to. 


This resolution is simply a || 


1] 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


{ 
j 
' 


The resolution then goes || 


It has no title, but itis in the || 


The question was then taken on referring it to 
the Committee on Patents; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HASCALL, on leave, introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, concerning 
invalid pensioners; which was read a first and 
second time by iis title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. HAVEN, on leave, introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, to reénact 
and continue in operation certain acts for the re- 
lief of insolvent debtors of the United States; 
which was read the first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 
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assigned by the House for the reception of 
tions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques. 
tion of order. Is there any question before th, 
House? ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman rises t e 


question of order. 


Mr. JONES. Has there been an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair? , 

Mr. DISNEY. I will suggest to the Chair__ 

Mr. JONES. All I want is, if the gentleman 
from Ohio makes a speech, I wish to be heard jy 
reply. If there is no appeal, it will be said I hays 
no right to speak. 

Mr. DISNEY. I have no desire to make , 
speech, but informally to make these remarks as 
a suggestion to the Chair; but as the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has avowed his de. 
sire to make a reply, for the sole and only pur- 
pose of gratifying the gentleman from Tennessee, 


'I do make an appeal from the decision of the 


Chair. 


Mr.TUCK. As this appeal is taken for the 
only reason, as stated by the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Disney,] to aan him and the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to have a little exer. 
cise in public debating, | would suggest to him, if 
it would not be better for the public, that this de 


| bate should take place in some committee-room, 


|| or any ‘other private room? 


‘othe {Laughter. } 
A brief discussion here took place between Mr, 


| Disney, and Mr. Jones of Tennessee, relative to 


| Chair. 


Mr. BENNETT, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution, (and desired that it might be put upon |! 
its passage,) to establish certain pogt routes; which | 


was read a first and second time by its title. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 

Mr. BENNETT. I will only say a word upon 
the subject. 
this resolution pass. 

A Memser. It is not debatable. 

Mr. BENNETT. The reason | ask this, it is 
a new and important route. 

Mr. FICKLIN. There is a motion to commit 
it. 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


read as follows, viz: 


Whereas Kossuth, in a speech by him lately delivered | 


| at New York, is reported to have declared that he consid 
| ered the resolution recently passed and adopted by this 


It may be so, but the gentleman | 


} 


House “has a political meaning:” Therefore, 

Resolved, That said resolution was intended by this House 
to have no ** political meaning,’ nor to pledge this Gov- 
ernment to any political action; but that it was intended 


merelyas a testimonial of sympathy and respect for Kos- } 


| suth, and the cause in which he is engaged. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I propose to say some- | 


‘Every bill shall receive three several readings in the || 


House previous to its passage; and bills shall be dispatched 
in order as they were introduced, unless where the House 


skall direct otherwise; but no bill shall be twice read on ye | 


same day, without special order of the House.’’ 
“The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and 


if opposition be made to it, the question shall be “ Shall this | 


bill be rejected 2” 

Mr. JONES. Has notice been given to the 
Clerk, under this rule, of an intention to introduce 
this resolution? 

To this interrogatory no response was heard. 

The SPEAKER, ms the proposition is made 
to debate the resolution, it goes over; ard unless 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 
| 


f 





thing upon that resolusion. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution goes over, 
then, under the rule. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
decide that the resolution goes over because the 
gentleman proposes to debate it? 

The SPEAKER. That was the decision of the 


Chair. 
Mr. DISNEY. Will the Chair refer me to the 
rule? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair refers the gentle- 
man to the 24th and 25th rules. 

Mr. DISNEY. The 24th rule is in these 
words: 


* Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to 
the House shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a mem- 
ber in his place ; a brief statement of the contents thereof 
shall be made verbally by the introducer; they shall not be 
debated on the day of their being presented, nor on any day 
assigned by the House for the receipt of petitions after the 
first thirty days of the session, unless where the House shall 
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up 
in the order in which they are presented.”’ 


Now, here are two direct limitations upon the 
debate of the presentation of resoluions—upon the 
day of presentation, and again upon the day 


The question was then taken, and the resolution | 


I ask the consent of the House to let | 


the decision previously made by the Chair, that 
resolutions giving rise to debate must lie over, Mr. 
D. citing the rules to show that debate was in 
order, and Mr. J. sustaining the decision of the 
The appeal was then withdrawn. These 
remarks, owing to the imperfect manner in which 
they were heard, the Reporter is constrained w 
omit. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the 
value of the specie coin of the United States as to make the 
realand nominal value of said coin equal. 

Mr. PRICE, on leave, introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, ‘to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Navy to contract for ear- 


| rying the mails between Jersey City, in the State 
|| Ne®Wersey, and port of New York, and Galway, 


or any other port which may be selected, on the 
west coast of Ireland.”’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. PRICE moved that the bill be referred to 


: ’ ; ; || the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. HEBARD offered a resolution; which was |! 


} 
| 


j 


j 


Mr. DUNHAM moved that it be referred to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


The question was first taken on Mr. Price's 
motion; and it was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dunnam’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to as 


certain as soon as possible the legal expenses of the con- 
tested election in the Fourth Congressional District ot Penn- 


; | sylvania, and pay the same out of the contingent fund of the 
Do I understand the Chair to || : pay > 


House ; and that he also be directed to pay to John §. Lit 


| tell, the contestant, hie mileage and per diem allowance, 


from the commencement of the first session of the Thirty 


| first Congress until the 11th September, when the contest 
| was determined. 


Several gentlemen desiring to debate the resolu- 
tion, it was laid over, under the rule. 


Mr. McNAIR. It is well known that there are 
a great many Germans in many parts of the Uni- 
ted States. In my own district—and no doubt in 
many others—there are many of them who are 
very anxious to have the President’s message 
printed in the German language, in order that they 
may be able to read it. If this be not done, they 
are entirely cut off from knowing what the mes- 
sage contains, unless they have a clerk to read it 
to them, and in the agricultural districts they are 
not much accustomed to having clerks to read to 
them. I therefore hope that it will be the pleasure 
of the House to adopt the following resoultion: 


Resolved, That five thousand copies of the President’ 
message be printed in the German language. 
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* also communicate a statement of the account between the | 


1851. 
Mr ORR desiring to debate the resoultion, it | Resolved, That so much of the 17th standing rule as pro- 
: laid over F | vides for the admission of certain persons therein named 
was Halt : 


: ; |; withinthe Hall of the House of Representatives, be so modi- 
Mr. RIDDLE. I desire to offer a resolution, || fied as to embrace Governor Louis Kossuth, of Hungary ; 
which is \ 


upon the same subject—although it dif- || and that the Speaker of the House be requested to commu- 
. | 
fers in effect—as the resolution offered zeny | 


nieate the same to Governor Kossuth. 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sran- | 


The resolution having been réad, 
ron,} and which was referred to the Committee of || , Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the previous ques- 
the Whole on the state of the Union. Ido not 


tion on its adoption. 
i.zire to debate the resolution further than to say, 1] 
ges ’ | 

| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe that a 
that all the objections urged against the resolution || Motion to amend the rules cannot be made with- | 
vesterday, are obviated by the one which I now 


out one day’s notice. 
> - . . ! > -¥ > r 7 
‘jer. If it is read, I feel confident that it will The SPEAKER. 
t . z 
meet with the concurrence of the whole House, |) hessee is right. | ; 
~ fam assured, it does meet with the concur- || Mr. CLINGMAN. I was in hopes that the 
* of the Committee on Public juildings The gentleman from lennessee would have oftered no 
rence “ ° ; 

vegoluition was read, as follows: 


objection to this resolution. 
Whereas the appropriation for the improvement of the Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Capitol has been exhausted: ‘Therefore 


1 || We have enough admitted now. 
Be it resolved, That the Architect of the Capitol be and The resolution was then laid over. 
he is hereby authorized to continue in service, until an ap- 


vopriation shall hereafter be made, such mechanics and Mr. AIKEN offered the following resolution: 
iahorers as may, in his opinion, be demanded by the inter- || Resoived, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 


ests of the Government. ; _ | structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of allowing 
Mr. RIDDLE demanded the previous question || bounty land to the Washington Light Infantry, Washing 


on the adoption of the resolution. ton Volunteers, German Fusileers, and Hamburg Volun 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Is it in order to 
offer an amendment to that resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not in order, as the pre- 
yious question is demanded. 
Mr. FULLER. Then I move to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table. 
Mr. VENABLE demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Orr and Meacnam were | 
appointed. 
‘Mr. WALSH. I submit to the Chair that we | 
have no power to appropriate money, except by |} 15.” 
joint resolution; and as this resolution necessarily Mr. MEAC HAM moved to amend the amend- 
involves an appropriation, it is not in the proper || ment, by adding thereto the words: 
form. | And also the Vermont volunteers who were engaged ia 
The SPEAKER. That may be a reason for || the Baitle of Plattsburg.” 
soting down the resolution, but the Chair cannot || Mr. AIKEN, I object to those amendments. 
upon that ground rule it out of order. The gentlemen can bring in resolutions of their 
The question was then taken on the motion to |} OW?. neutiiing ' 
lay the resolution on the table; and the tellers re- | The SPEAKER. Debate 1s Out of order. 
ported—ayes 72, noes 61. Mr.ORR derfinded the previous question, with 
* So the resolution was laid upon the table. || a view of cutting off further amendments. 


j : 
a mee . e prev 8 »SlLO as sustained, 

Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolu- || The previous question was not sustained 
a. The question was then taken on the amendment 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
to inform this House whether any, and if any, what meas- || Mr. CARTTER. I propose now further to 
ures he may deem necessary to prevent the exportation of || amend the amendment, by adding at the heel of 
silver coin, and whether he recommend to Congress any || it these words: ‘* and all the rest of mankind.” 
new adjustment of the relative value of gold andsilver; and [G reat lauchter ] 


also whether, in his opinion, seignorage or charge upon the || , ‘ ‘ 
coinage of silver coin be necessary or proper. The question being taken, the amendment to the 
amendment was not agreed to. 


The resolution having been read, ; bohe : 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, desiring to debate || | Mr. FOWLER. I propose further to amend 
the amendment, so as to include the soldiers of the 


the resolution, it was laid over under the rule. ane Vien 0 r 
" . : || revolutionary war who served less than six months 
T f mut , ; ante | yu b un 
F Mr. a ALSH rena oe eer ing iy || and morethan one month. No provision has ever 
ion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: . : 
pa i ‘ get ae been made for them. . 
esolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- | Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inquire of the 
quested to communicate to this House a statement of the |} ventleman from Massachusetts whether he 
accounts between the United States and the State of Mary- || > — a a car ee 
land, for advances of money made by said State to the || poses that those soldiers of the revolutionary war 
General Government during the war of 1812; and that he || shall locate their lands hereor in eternity? [Laugh- 
ter.] 
Mr. FOWLER. 1 think the question is not 
relevant, and I therefore decline to answer it. 


The gentleman from Ten- 
> 


I do object to it 


) war, and were discharged beiore the expiration of one month 
from the commencement of their term of service; and that 
the accompanying papers be and are hereby referred to said 
committee. 


The resolution having been read, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, mowed to 
amend it, by inserting after the words “term of 
service,’’ the words: 

*¢ Also, all those who were engaged in the removal of the 


United States and the said State for money advanced by 


Maryland to aid in the erection of the Capitol at Wash- 
ington. 


Mr. BOWIE offered the following resolution; [Laughter.] s 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: || Mr.SCURRY. I propose to amend the amend- 


ment, so as to make it include all those who served 
| in the revolution in Tesas. [A laugh.] 
The SPEAKER. There is already an amend- 


~ Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia inquire into the expediency and practicability of pre- 
venting the issue and circulation of srgall notes, under the 
denomination of five dollars, in the District of Columbia, 
and that the committee report by bill or otherwise. 


in order. 


mittee on Printing, reported the following joint 
resolution: 


question has been demanded and refused. 
The SPEAKER. It was not seconded. 
Mr. GORMAN. 


Resolved, &e., That the Executive documents, the print- 
ing of additional copies of which fave been ordered during 
tie present session, or may, during either session of the 
Present Congress be ordered by either House of Congress, 
and the size of which shall not be less than 250 pages, such 
additional copies shall be bound, under the direction of the | 
Joint Committee on Printing : Provided, That the cost shall 


hotexceed twelve and a half cents per volume for the whole 
humber ordered. 


therefore I demand it. 


36. No quorum voting. 
_Mr. 8. stated that this resolution was precisely 


similar to the one passed by the last Congress. | see, the House then adjourned. 
| 





The joint resolution having been read twice, was 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, and 
Was subsequently read a third time and passed. 
Mr. 8. moved to reconsider the vote on the pas- 
sage of the resolution, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


By Mr. HAWS: A bill in relation to the office of assist 
ant treasurer, in the city of New York. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


was agreed to. under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 
Mr. . | By Mr. JOHN W. HOWE: The petition of E. Kings 
lation: CLINGMAN offered the following reso- bury and 39 others, citizens of Butler county, Pennsyivania 


praying Congygss w establish a nail route from Pittsburg 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| teers, of South Carolina, who were engaged in the Florida | 


Cherokee nation west of the Mississippi, from 1835 to | 


ment to the amendment pending, and the amend- 
; e |} ment of the gentleman from Texas is not therefore 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- || 


|| Mr.GORMAN. Tunderstand that the previous 
I believe the House is now 
prepared to sustain the previous. question, and 


The question being taken on seconding the call 
for the previous question, there were ayes 63, noes 


On the motion of Mr. STANTON, of Tennes- || 


The following memorials, petitions, &c., were presented 
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| via Allegheny City, Perrysville, Wexford, Zelienople, 
Harmony, Whitestown, Prospect, Centreville, Hamsville, 
and Wesley, to Franklin, Venango county, Pennsylva 

| nia. 

} By. Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of 

| sundry citizens of Grant.county, Kentucky, praying that 


|| arrearages of pensions may be paid to George Williams, 


who was wounded in the war of 1812. 
Also, the memorial of Aaron Adams, of Grant county, 
| Kentucky, an invalid pensioner, asking an increase of pen 
| sion, and compensation for a horse lost in the Indian war 
of 1812. 
By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. The petition of 
Thomas K. Knowland, for himself and others, praying for 
the establishment of a post route. 


IN SENATE. 
Tavurspay, December 18, 1851. 
C. M. Burier 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. MASON presented the pettian of Charles 
Fletcher, proposing to establish a line of steam 
packets between Norfolk, Virginia, and the ports 
of Cadiz and Gibraltar, in Spain,and praying that 

| the Secretary of the Navy may be authorized to 
contract with him for carrying the mail between 
| those ports; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 
| Mr. HALE presented the memorial of Caleb 
|| Dustin, praying the redemption of certain conti 
; nental money issued to his grandfather for his 
services in the revolutionary war; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
Also, a resolution passed by the Legislature of 
| the State of New Hampshire, in favor of the es 
| tablishment of a Bureau of Acriculture in the De 
| partment of the Interior at Washington. 
H Ordered, 'That it lie on the table and be printed 
| Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of Rob 
|| ert Mills, architect, praying to be allowed an op- 
| portunity to justify his acts as Architect and 
Superintendent of the Patent Office wing building, 
against certain charges made against them by the 
|| Commissioner of Public Buildings in his report 
|| to the Department of the Interior; which was re- 
!| ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings. 
\| Mr. FISH presented a petition of the assistant 
| marshals for taking the Seventh Census of King’s 
| county, New York, praying to be allowed addi- 
tional compensation for their services; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. PRATT submitted additional evidence in 
| relation to the claim of the legal representatives of 
| William Somerville, deceased; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 
| Mr. BUTLER submitted additional evidence in 
| relation to the petition of the representatives of 
| John Moore, deceased; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| Also, the petition of Derrill H. Darby, for him- 
| self anfl the other heirs of Colonel William John- 
son, an officer in the revolutionary army, praying 
| to be allowed commutation pay. 

Colonel Johnson is well known from his histor- 
ical reputation. He was a soldier in the revolu 
tionary continental service. He performed a gal 
lant part in the battle at Fort Moultrie, and served 

| from that time until the capitulation of Charleston, 
in May, 1780. Colonel Johnson and his regiment 
were prisoners of war, and continued so until an 
exchange of prisoners was ordered in May, 1781; 
so that he claims cemmutation pay as a soldier or 
officer in the service of the Revolution, until Octo- 
ber, 1780; because the law provides, that those 
who served till that time, without resignation or 
being cashiered, shall be entitled to this commuta 
tion pay. Although this is the provision of the 
law, neither he nor his representatives ever re 
ceived this pay. This is one of those claims which 
l would especially commend to the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. I move that the petition be referred to 
that committee. 
The petition was so referred. 
Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Francis 
| Gardere, praying compensation for certain land 
|| claimed by him under a Spanish grant, and oecu- 
|| pied by the United States for military purposes; 
_|\ which was referred to the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims. 
Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of the 
administrator of Joshua B. Smith, deceased, pray- 
| ing compensation for the use of a vessel employed 

under a contract with a Government officer in 
_ || transporting troops during the Florida war; which 
_ 4 was referred to the Commitice of Clatms 
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Also, the petition of John H, Patterson, pray- 
ing compensation for his services as a lieutenant 
in the Florida war; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of C. H, Blood, praying com- 
»ensation for supplies furnished to a company of 
‘lorida volunteers in the Seminole war; which 

was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Flinn, praying com- 
pensation for supplies furnished the troops of the 
United States in the Florida war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of David Osburn, praying 
compensation for corn and fodder furnished the 
troops of the United States in the Florida war; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John W. W. Jackson, 
praying compensation for a horse killed in the 
service of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of José Baya, praying com- 
pensation for a horse lost in the military service of 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of. Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
Leslie Combs, praying the payment of certain 
bonds issued to him by the late Republic of Texas. 

The memorialist represents that he holds Texas 
bonds for the sum of $69,200; that he has filed these 

bonds in the Treasury Department, with the view 
of obtaining compensation according to the act 
granting ten millions of dollars to Texas; that 
the Treasury Department, according to the state- 
ment of this memorialist, had ascertained that 
there were more than twelve millious of these 
Texan bonds falling within the provisions con- 
templated by the act of Congress. The memori- 
alist says that the Government therefore refuse to 
say him or any of the holders of these bonds un- 
las they will agree to accept such a proportion of 
the twelve millions of dollars as five millions will 
ay, thus scaling him down to less than one half. 





‘He concludes his memorial by saying that the 
United States never intended to disgrace themselves 
or to dishonor the Government by repudiating an 
acknowledged debt, and he hopes that provision 
will be made for paying him the whole of his 
$69,200. L move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

‘The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. U. Lalso present a memorial of John A. 
Rajan, proposing to execute a plan discovered by 
him for draining the lands overflowed by the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, on condition of a 
grant of a portion of the lands reclaimed. 

This memorial is of vast importance, if the pro- 
ject proposed can be accomplished. The memo- 
rialist is a native of Georgia, but is now a citizen 
of the parish of Natchitoches, in the State ef Loui- 
siana. He states, that after much attention and 
study, he has discovered a plan to prevent the 
overflowing of the Mississippi river, so as to throw 
the surplus water into Hudson’s Bay in one 
direction, and through Texas in the other. He 

roposes to accomplish all this, if Congress will 

But give him the one half of the lands which he will 
wave by this operation; and he proposes to have 
the work iota in ten years, if Congress will 
patronize him. I think, sir, that we should make 
a most admirable bargain, if we could accomplish 
so great a work at this price. I move that the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

The memorial was so referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Cadwalader Wallace, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of merchants, ship-owners, 
and others, inhabitants of Portland, Maine, on the files of 
the Senate, relating to the establishment of a marine hos- 
pital at that place, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of William Beatty, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill amendatory of the act en- 
titled ‘* An act to provide for holding the courts of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. eT Nts Shy 7 was * “2 om 
the United States, in case of sickness or other dis- | tage over 
ability of the judges of the district courts.”” | 


Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to | 


—_————>—===—_ 
other bills which have similar objects ; 

| view. I have introduced two bills eqallyay = 
| portant as this, and which passed the Senate he 





Dec. 18, 


| ask leave to present a joint resolution for the estab- || Congress, but were left-wholly neglected by the 


| lishment of post routes in the State of New York. 


| 


| 
| 


LAKE SUPERIOR IRON REGION. 
Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolution 


| for consideration: 


Resolved, That five thousand five hundred additional 
copies of the Report of Messrs. Foster and Whitney, in re- 
lation to the iron region of Lake Superior, Michigan, which 
was ordered to be printed by the resolution of the Senate 
of the 13th March last, be printed for the use ofthe Senate, 


| and that three hundred copies thereof be furnished to the 


Smithsonian Institution for distribution, and two hundred || 


| copies to Messrs. Foster and Whitney. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the said reso- 


| lution by unanimous consent, and it was 








C 


SS a as iam a = 





Ordered, That it be referred to the Cominittee on Printing. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- 


| fairs, to which was referred the memorial of Eliza 


C. Bache, submitted a report, accompanied by a 


| bill for the relief of the widows and relatives of cer- 


tain officers and seamen of the United States brig 
Washington, who were lost overboard in a hurri- 
cane. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second 


|| reading. 


Ordered, That the report be printed. 
THE BRIG ADA. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | 
| merce, to which the subject was referred, reported 


a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register to the brig Ada; which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DOWNS. I hope that the Senate will 
agree to consider this bill now. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This bill is in the usual form 
required for such bills, and is one of that class 
that is never objected to. It simply authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register 
to this brig Ada, upon its beinggshown that she 
has been thoroughly repaired, and that the repairs 


have exceeded three fourths of the original cost of || 


construction. As the owners of the vessel can- 


not employ her, or send her out without this re- | 
trust that the consent of the Senate will be 


gister, 
given to dispose of the matter now. 


The bill was then read a second time; and, hav- | 


ing been considered by the Senate as in Commit- 


tee of the Whole, it was reported back without | 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a | 


third reading. 


MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA RAILROAD. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. Pursuant to pre- 
vious notice, I ask leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing to the State of Mississippi the right of way 
and a donation of public land, for the purpose of 
locating and constructing a railroad from Brandon 
to the eastern border of said State, in the direction 
of Montgomery, in the State of Alabama. 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first 
time. 

Mr. FOOTE. I ask that this bill may be*read 


a second time now. 


The PRESIDENT. With a view to refer- | 


ence? 

Mr. FOOTE. No, sir; I think this is a case in 
which the Senate will concur with me that refer- 
ence is not necessary. I wish to make a simple 
statement with reference to this bill. This is a 
bill which passed the Senate last session without 
the least opposition from any quarter, but failed in 
the other House for want of time. It involves a 
little land in the State of Mississippi which is not 
of any present value to the Government. Itisa 


matter of great importance to many persons in- | 
terested in railways that it should be acted upon, | 


and I hepe that under all the circumstances the 
Senate will agree to its second reading. 

The bill was then read a second time, and the 
Senate proceeded to consider it as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. BORLAND. I move that this bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; and I 
do so not with any intention of opposing the bill, 
for I think that when it comes before the Senate, 
if it be reported favorably upon by the committee, 
I shall vote for it very cordially. But I hold that 
taking up a bill without reference, and passing it 
simply because it has passed the Senate at a pre- 
vious Congress, is giving it precedence and advan- 
” 


|| House. These bills have been again 


referred, an; 
_I think this one ought to be referred also. - 


| Mr. FOOTE. I am sure the Senator from 4, 
| kansas will do me the justice to say that | have 
never manifested a desire to depart from the sand 
order of doing business in the Senate, and tha: » 
is but rarely that I have come forward to ask any. 
| thing fer the State which F represent. I may j, 
allowed to state, however, that in two days from 
this time, my State will be entirely unrepresenteg 
| here. That is a fact; and I hope, therefore, that 
| this bill may be considered as an exception, and 
be allowed to pass. I think the honorable Senato, 
from Arkansas will admit that I have usually giver 
him my support when he has had anything befor. 
| the Senate, in which the interest of his State was 
| concerned, and I hope he will extend to me hig 
| courtesy on this occasion. This measure, at the 
last session, was referred to a committee, and yp. 
derwent the fullest investigation. Several amend. 
ments were proposed, and with these amendments 
it passed the Senate. I can assure the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas that the facts connected 
with this bill are rather peculiar, The lands haye 
been suspended from sale with a view of securins 
to the State of Mississippi the advantages which 
|| were expected to arise from the passage of this 
law. Its passage we have been in the habit of 
looking upon as a fixed fact, and its suspension 
will create great inconvenience. I am informed 
by gentlemen connected with this railroad, that 
the engineers have laid it out, and that they are 
prepared for substantial and practical action, They 
are only waiting for this bill to pass, in order that 
they may take such steps as will bring about the 
speedy consummation of the work. I hope, 
therefore, that, under all the circumstances, it wil] 
be allowed to pass. It is, most probably, the last 
| time that I shall ever ask the Senate for any fa- 
vor. 

Mr. BORLAND. I have never in my life re- 
| fused an act of courtesy. I therefore yield to the 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. FELCH. I do not rise for the purpose of 
|| making any objection to the last request of the 
Senator from Mississippi, but simply to say that 
|| this bill is in precisely the form approved by the 
Committee on Public Lands last session, and 
adopted by the Senate, and that this bill is likeall 
others of a similar character. Many bills have 
been referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
|| asking for similar grants.. That committee have 
|| not yet fully consulted upon the subject; but they 
|| intend to take the whole matter into their consid- 
|| eration—the form which was adopted last session, 
‘| and also with the view of adopting such amend- 
| ments as may be suggested. j have no objection 
| to the particular form, nor have I any objection to 
| the bill; but I think it my duty to state this fact. 
|| Mr. HALE. I hope the Senate will pass this 
| bill. I have no doubt that the next form will be 
'| more liberal, and I think we shall gain something 
'| by passing this bill thus early. [A laugh.] 

The bill was then reported back to the Senaie 
without amendment, and was ordered to be en- 
| grossed for a third reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
|| and obtained leave to bring in a bill granting the 
| right of way for, and to aid in, the construction 
| 


— 


of a line of telegraph from the Mississippi rivet 
|| to the Pacific ocean;, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. FELCH, agreeably to previous noticé, 
'| asked and obtained leave to bring in the following 
| bills: 
| A bill to authorize the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of the lands to which she is entitled 
under the act of 2d March, 1827, granting land t 
aid that State in opening a canal to connect the 
waters of the Illinois river with those of lake 
Michigan; and : 
A bill to revive and continue in force for « lim- 
ited time the provisions of an act relative to sus 
pended entries of public lands. 
The said bills were read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. MANGUM, agreeably to previous notice, 
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sked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the | knowledge, but believes in his conscience that you have a || 
welief of the — representatives of William || 


\. Slacum, deceased; w ich was read a first and 
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ing to interrupt gentlemen, but he must say that 

; his debate is altogether irregular. The gentleman 
| upon that wonderful a called human reason? t ; . regular. B — 
| Mr. Unperwoop. It is regulated by a line.” | from New Hampshire got up for the purpose of 
| [have done, sir. That is all the explanation I making an explanation, and he read an extract 


eee 


right to prohibit slavery. Is not thata curious commentary 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | x 
Foreign Relations. | have to make. from a speech of a gentleman formerly a member 
BILLS PASSED. || Mr. DOUGLAS. As the report is read there, || of this pret T his discussion is out of order. 
The following engrossed bills were severally } it would seem to convey the idea that | questioned a UN wa OOD. L rose, also, to make an 
vend a third time and passed: || the veracity of the Senator, when I said that such || €Xplavation. ne gentleman from New Hamp- 


4 bill for the relief of Margaret L. Worth; and | 
A bill to provide compensation to such persons 


as may be designated by the Secretary of the 


by Mr. Ross, Chief Clerk: 


Treasury to receive anc keep the public moneys, || 


was not the fact. I referred to the declaration by | shire read what I said when Mr. Corwin made 
which he made it appear that all on one side of | his speech, as if what I said then contradicted what 
the line had taken one view of the matter, and all I said yesterday. It does not. lL admit that a 
on the other side had taken another and an oppo- || geographical line seemed to control the opinions 


| order. 


der the fifteenth section of the act of 6th Aug- || site view of it. It may have been true that a of majorities. But it was not univ ersal,as | un- 
“i 1846, for the additional services required under || Senator had previously made such a statement || derstood the gentleman to affirm. There were 
ust, et . || upon this floor. That was not my denial. My || &*ceptions. 7 
that act. || denial was, that if any Senator had made such a || A Senator. Well, well; now move the special 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. — || statement, that statement was not true in fact. It || order. ‘ ; 
A message from the House of Representatives, |! seems now that Mr. Corwin once said in the Sen- | Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 will call for the speciai 
| 
} 
| 


‘Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have || 


assed the following joint resolutions : 
Joint resolution providing for the binding of certain doc- 
uments ; 


joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster General to | 
jegalize certain contracts for the transportation of the mail | 


in California and Oregon ; and . a 
Joint resolution prayiding for the printing of additional 
copies of the Journals and publie documents. 
in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. ‘There is a joint resolution be- 


fore the Senate providing for the printing of the 
returns of the Seventh Census. The public inter- 
est would be promoted by early action upon it, 
and I think it my duty to call to it the attention 
of the Senate. As there is, however, other busi- 
ness before us to-day, I shall not insist upon 


calling it up for consideration at this time, but | 
would move that it be made the special order of 


the day for Monday next, at one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the indulgence of the Senate 
while | make a brief explanation in regard to the 
report of what occurred here yestérday. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 know very well what the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire is about to be at, 
and [ rise to oppose his explanation, not from any 
discourtesy towards him, as he well knows. But 


I know very well, and he knows it also, that as || 


soon as he makes his explanation, three or four 
other Senators will be on the floor in a few seconds 
to make their explanations also, and thus I shall 
be cut off from any opportunity of being heard on 
the question which comes up as the special order. 
appeal to the gentleman, therefore, whether he 
will not withhold his explanation for the present. 


Mr. HALE. I shall not occupy two minutes. || 
The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New | 
Hampshire, according to the usage of the Senate, || 


has a right to make his explanation. 


Mr. HALE. This is but the second time, Mr. | 


President, that I have ever asked the indulgence 


of the Senate for such a purpose, and in all prob- | 
ability it will be the last. In the debate of yester- 


day I remarked that— 


“There was a great constitutional question of law, upon 
which there was difficulty. I allude to the question whether 
slavery Was or was not abolished in the territories acquired 
from Mexico by the operation of the Mexican laws. It was 
remarked as a very astonishing fact upon the floor of the 
Senate, that every Senator who spoke on that subject, liv- 
ing south of a certain geographical line, took one view of 
the constitutional question, and those living north of that 
geographical line, took a contrary view. 

“Mr. Wanker, Mr. Burter, Mr. UnpeRwoop, and 
Others. It is not so. 

“Mr. Dovetas. That is contrary to the faet.’’ 


I now want to read a few words frem a speech 
delivered by Thomas Corwin, late Senator from 
the State of Ohio. I do notmean Thomas Corwin, 
Secretary of the Treasury, but Thomas Corwin, 
late Senator from the State of Ohio. I[t is from 
the Congressional Globe, and is as follows: 


“ What is there in the way, then, of my giving an intelli- 
= Vote on this subject? Nothing at all. I would take 
a bil in a moment, if I had faith in the processes through 
— that law is to pass until it becomes a law in the 
amber below. But have not that faith, and [ willtell the 
gentleman why. Itis asad commentary upon the perfec- 
0 of human reason, that with but very few excepti ns, 
rentlemen coming from a slave State—and I think I have 
Be Pehind me, who ought always to be before me, [Mr. 
ADGeR, ]—with a very few eneegnnens: all eminent lawyers 
© this floor from that section of the country, have argued 
hes you Have no right to prohibit the introduction of slavery 
Othe Oregon, California, and New Mexico; while, on the 
a er hand, there is not a man, with few exceptions, (and 
; ine highly 1 table,) in the free States, learned or un- 
“arned, clerical or lay, who has any pretensions te legal 


| ate, that, with few exceptions, those on the one 
side had voted in one way, and, with few excep- i] THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 
tions, those on the ofher side had voted the other The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
|| way. But whether the exceptions constituted || resolution declaring the measures of adjustment to 
the majority or the minority, the Senate has now | be a definitive settlement of the questions growing 
|| no means of ascertaining. | knowa large number | out of domestic slavery. 
\| of Senaters from the South, who are eminent law- Mr. BADGER. I have an amendment to offer 
|| yers, who took the view that these laws were in | to this resolution. Itis for the purpose of relieving 
ia ~ : aon pur} 
force; and others, again, from the North who took || it of two objections which may be taken against 
|| the view that these laws were not in force, | it, one of them prumees having some intrinsic force, 
but there was no division such as has been spoken || and the other, | think, without any intrinsic, but 
| of by a geographical line. I ungerstood the Sen- || having some apparent force. The first objection 
| ator from New Hampshire yesterday to say that || to which I allude, is as follows: The resolution, 
| the South had been, unanimous in one view of the | as it now stands, undertakes to declare, in respect 
| question, while the North had been equally. I | to the series of measures constituting the com- 
| am not aware that a question of law or of con- || promise, what is the duty of the public at large. 
|| stitutional constructien ever arose in this body on he second is, that it implies, or may be made to 
which all the Northern members took the one side | intimate, that the Senate suppose that the acts of 
and the Southern Senators took the other. It || legislation referred to are irrepealable, or that it is 
| was this proposition which I denied when I said |} beyond the power of Congress to modify them. 
| that such was not the fact. I know that this was not the intention of the 
I will now say, in this connection, that so far || mover of the resolution; but as it is important, if 
as I have been familiar with the proceedings of || it should be adopted, that it should be distinctly 
| the Supreme Court, that body has never brought || understood, I suggest an amendment which I think 
}-: ‘ - - : . 7 
itself under anygjust suspicion in regard to their || will avoid all difficulty, and express with clearness 
| opinions on this matter as a legal or constitutional || and precision what is designed by it. It is to 
| question. The gentlemen from the North on the | strike out of the resolution the words— 
Supreme Bench, as their decisions will show, have ‘“ Entitled to be recognized as a definitive adjustment and 
uniformly, firmly, and rigidly adhered to and pro- || settlement of the distracting questions growing out of the 
tected the constitutional rights of the South, as the || *ystem of domestic slavery, and as such, that said measures 
~ < should be acquiesced in and faithfully observed by all good 
gentlemen on that bench who were born in the | citizens” ’ 
1 rn a a . . mr 
| Southern States. There has a been a And insert as follows: 
diversity of opinion among the judges of the Su- . ‘ 
| Cc t . f i 5 dc ti . | ** A settlement in principle and substance—a final settle- 
| preme Court on points of law and constitutional |) jent of the dangerous and exciting subjects which they 
| construction that might affect this slavery ques- || embraced, and ought to be adhered to by Congress until 
| tion; but where that diversity has existed, the || time and experience shall demonstrate the necessity of 
| Southern judges have been divided amongst them- || ‘rther legislation to guard against evasion or abuse.” 
selves, and the Northern judges have also been Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I accept the 
| divided amongst themselves; but never has it been amendment with great pleasire. J am not partic- 
known that the judges from the North, collect- ular about the phraseology of the resolution. 
ively, have taken one view of the question, and What Pwish is, to get a large vote in its favor. 
the judges of the South, collectively, taken another ; The E RESIDENT . The Senator f rom Missis- 
and a different view of it. If you examine the | S!pp! 8 not privileged to accept it. The question 
decisions of the Supreme Court on this question, || Must be taken upe it. 
| you will see an entire absence of this supposed The question being taken on the amendment, it 
jas or impression on the minds of the judges, || 8% agreed to, there being on a division—yeas 24, 
|| growing out of locality of interest, or association, || "&y$ not counted. 
| or birth. I have been gratified that such has || The resolution therefore now stands as follows: 
always been the case in the past and [trust it || A Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to be a 
. . ’. | definitive settlement of the questions growing out of do- 
| will always continue to be the case in the future; sauna ehavers 
il . . . . e ye 
| that whatever may be the differences of opinion Be it enacted. That the series of measures embraced in 
which exist in this body, or elsewhere, the bench || the acts entitled “ An act proposing to the State of Texas 
of the Supreme Court of the United States is never || the establishmentof her Northern and Western boundaries, 
to be affected or influenced, or to be rendered sub- || te relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed 
: Se . . by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims 
ject even to the suspicion of entering into any of | upon the United States, and to establish a territorial gov 
| those local feelings to which reference has been || ernment for New Mexico,” approved September ¥, 1550 ; 
made. I believe that that court is above all such || ‘‘ An_act for the admission of the State of California into 
1] imputations | the Union,” approved September 9, 1850; “ An act to es- 


r tablish a territorial government for Utah,’ approved Bep- 

r, UNDERWOOD. I understood the gen- || tember 9, 1850; “ An act to amend and supplementary to 
tleman from New Hampshire to say that he made || an act entitled ‘ An act respecting fugitives from justice, 
‘| no exception. I do not know that he used the || and persons escaping from the service of their masters, ap- 
i te ‘6 ti > but | tain! i | proved February 12, 1793,’ approved September 18, 1850 ; 
}| OSS, SO Ceepee ut he certainty made none || and «An act to suppress the slave trade in the District of 
| in the course of his remarks. My only object in Columbia,” approved September 20, 1850, commenly known 
|| rising yesterday was to show that there were ex- || as the ‘‘Compromise Acts,” are, in the judgment of this 
| ceptions. Now, sir, I will admit what J said at | body, a settlement in mo and meeee ee Sent ~ 
1| : : ; : | tlement of the dangerous and exciting subjects which thev 
| the ume of Mr. Corwin’s making his speech, that | embraced, and ought to be adhered to by Congress until 
\) the majority of members on the south side ef 36° | time and experience shall demonstrate the necessity of 
30’ denied the rae of Congress over the subject | further legislation to guard against evasion or abuse. 
| of slavery in the Territories, and contended that Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, then addressed 
| they had a right to take and hold their slaves in | the Senate at length, giving his views in favor of 
the Territories under the Constitution regardless || the resolution, and in reply to the speeches of Mr. 
of Mexican laws; and that the majority on the | Butter and Mr. Ruerr. [For which see Ar- 

other side of the line were of a different opinion. | PENDIX.] 
Mr. BUTLER. What has this todo withthis | Without concluding, Mr. F. gave way to a 
question ? | motion to adjourn. 

. The PRESIDENT. The Chairis very unwill-'' And the Senate adjourned. 
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H@UsE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trunspay, December 18, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


pe 


_-EHB CONGRESSIONAL ‘GL 


| 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the State Department, covering a | 


statement showing that of the $10,000 appropri- 


ated last session for the expenses of the agent of 


the Sublime Porte, the sum of $4,051 81 had been 
expended for that purpose, and that there was a 


balance remaining in the Treasury of said appro- | 


priation of $5,948 19; which communication, 
On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 


Also, laid before the House a communication | 
from the War Department, showing the expend- | 
itures ‘nthe several bureaus in said Department | 
of their contingent funds, in compliance with the | 


twentieth section of the act of August, 1842; 
which 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


INDIGENT INSANE. 

Mr. BISSELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, with the view to its commit- 
ment, making a grant of public lands to the several! 
States of the Union for the benefit of indigent in- 
sane. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
position to object to this bill. 


I have no dis- 


But the introduc- | 


tion of a bill at this time is altogether out of order; | 


and if the House will proceed in regular order, in 
the course of an hour and a half all these bills can 
be introduced and be perfectly in order. 
fore call for the rerular order of business. 
The SPEAKER. 
bill cannot be introduced. 
BRANCH MINT IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. McCORKLE. 


i there- 


sent of the House to take up Senate bill No. 6, for | 
the establishment of a branch of the Mint of the 


United States in California, in order that it may 
be referred. 


There being no objection, the bill was taken up, | 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


On motion by Mr. DISNEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Sam- | 


uel Allen be withdrawn from the files of the House, and, 


together with the petition of the Hon. A. Allen, now pre- | 


sented, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. D., it was also 


Ordered, That the papers in relation to Hiram Powers | 
be withdrawn trom the files of the House, and referred to | 


the Committee on Publie Buildings. 


Mr. COBB. I call for the regular ordewx of busi- 
hess. 


PETITIONS. 

The SPEAKER. 
ness being called, the States and Territories will 
be called for 
ritory of Utah. 
Mr. BERNHISEL presented the petition of 
Robert Owen, George A. Smith, and other citizens 


of the Territory of Utah, praying for the estab- || 
lishment of a monthly mail route from San Diego, | 
California, via Barowar, to Great Salk Lake City; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCURRY presented two several petitions 
of citizens of Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana, 
praying for the removal of the raft in the Red 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


Mr. or yay pp the petition of Silas |) 
cers of the land office at Dixon, || 


Noble and othero 


comme commencing with the Ter- | 


The regular order of busi- | 





IHinois, praying compensation for locating mili- | 


iary bounty land warrants; which was referred to || 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MOLONY. 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice has been 
given, to correct an error in the pension of Orris 
Crosby. 

The SPEAKER. 
objection. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. 
bill cannot be received. 


. 


It will be read, if there is no 


I object. 


I ask unanimous consen to | 


Objection is made, and the || 


Orris Crosby, praying for the correction ef a mis- | 


take in the pension of Orris Crosby; which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, presented the 
petitionof A. J. Sharpless, A. E. Hamilton, Wm. 


C. Kennett, and two hundred and eighty others; | 


also the petition of the passengers and crew of the 
steamer Fleetwood, praying for an appropriation 


from the national Treasury of such an amount as | 
will be necessary to purchase the small remaining | 
private stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal, | 
and to make the same free of tolls and to suit the | 


wants of commerce. 
Mr. M. I have also in my hands a bill con- 


nected with the same subject, which I ask leave | 


now to present, in order that it may be referred. 
I ask that the bili may be read, and that it may be, 
together with the petitions, referred to a select 
committee. 


The bill was accordingly read a first and second | 


time by its title. 
Mr. M. I move that it be referred to a select 


| cominittee. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
That is the appropriate committee. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I do not wish to trespass 
upon the jurisdiction of any regular committee of 
this Flouse; but it does seem to me that the usual 
rules which govern, the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Jonns}] might be waived, and that I might 


| be permitted to give this bill, covering a subject of 


so much importance, into the hands of its friends, 
who will have an opportunity to present their 
views, connected with the subject, to the House in 
a form more imposing than is done ordinarily. 


| And [ trust that the Speaker, in the selection of | 


. . . | at cc ittee rj ace i > repres 4 
Objection is made, and the || that committee, will place upon it the representa 


tives of the sections most particularly interested in 


| the variety of schemes connected with the sub- 
: || ject already presented to the House. 
I ask the unanimous con- | 


Mr. JONES. 
of the House, and it seems to qe that the rule 
which should govern the action of the House 
should be, that when a bill or proposition is of- 
fered here it should be referred to the appropriate 


| standing committee, unless there be some good 


reason against it. If there is any good reason 
why this bill to purchase the indivittual stock in 
the Louisville and Portland canal should not go 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, [ have no 
objection to a select committee. But as a general 
rule, | think a select committee should not be ap- 
pointed when the subject to be investigated comes 
within the legitimate sphere of a standing com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to inquire if this 
subject, giving rise to debate, does not go over? 

The SPEAKER. This subject was taken up 
by unanimous consent, therefore the gentleman’s 
int is overruled. 


Mr. JONES. All I have to say, Mr. Speaker, 


| is, that it is a wrong policy to raise select com- 


mittees for the examination and investigation of 


| subjects which properly belong to a standing cam- 
| mittee, unless there is some good and valid reason 


why the standing committee to which it appro- 
priately belongs should not have charge of this 
subject. 


Mr. ROBINSON. I have very little pride or 


|| personal ambition about this matter; but inasmuch 
| as 1 have the honor of standing at the head of the 


Committee on Roads and Canals, I feel it my duty 


|| to resist this attempt to take subjects properly be- 
| longing to that committee and refer them to a select 


committee. The subject-matter of the petition 


— by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 


LarsHaut] has already been referred by a vote 
of this House to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. If, therefore, you raise a select commit- 
tee, you will have this subject distributed to two 
different committees. If it is the pleasure of the 
House to abolish the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, I shall make little or no objection to it, as 
I will then have no work to do; but inasmuch as 
this subject belongs clearly to that committee, I 
hope the House will adhere to the rule and send it 
to them. 

‘Phe question was taken upon referring the bill 
and petitions to the Committee on Roads and 


| Canals, and they were so referred. 
Mr. MOLONY. » Then I present the petition of || 


On motion by Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, 
it was 


OBE. 


We have standing committees || 


Dee. 


d 8, 
laims of Cas. 
oe, be taken from 
the Committee 


Ordered, That the papers in regard to the « 
sius M. Clay, Stanton Gaar, and John P 
the files of the House, and referred to 
Claims. 


Mr. HUNTER asked the general consen; of 
the House to introduce a resolution; but objectio 
being made it was not received. , 

Mr. TAYLOR presented the memorial of 
Thomas J. Durant and others, citizens of New 
Orleans, praying Congress to pass a law whieh 
will enable him to bring a suit against the Unite 
States, to obtain a judicial decision upon a Claim 
which he prefers against tfe United States: whieh 
| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BELL presented a petition, prepared}, 

the Colonization Society of Greene county, Ohig 
and signed by seventy-nine citizens of that county. 

asking Congress to recognize the independence of 

the Republic of Liberia; and praying that Congress 
| establish a line of steamers to run from the United 

States to said Republic of Liberia; which wag ye. 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. GAYLORD presented the petition of Leyj 
| Deaver, Francis Pettit, and one hundred and thirty 
| others, citizens of Morgan county, Ohio, askine 
| Congress to earefully consider the unconstitution. 

ality, injustice, and oppression of the national 

Chaplaincy system, and to abolish the office of 

Chaplain wherever it may exist by the authority 
| of Congress; which was referred to the Committes 
| on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. ST. MARTIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Mitchell, 
| James M. Howard, and Moses H. Coats, be taken from the 
|; files of the House, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, on motion by Mr. ST. MARTIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of 

| Cattalina Badon, formerly Cattalina Montlemar, be taken 

from the files of the House and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, it 
| was 
Ordered, That the petition of John A. Regan, praying to 
be allowed to drgin such lakes in the Mississippi valley as 
| he may designate, on certain cenditions, be withdrawn 
| from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the gen- 
| eral consent of the House to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given; but objec- 
tion being made, it was not received. 

Mr. FREEMAN asked the general consent of 
the House to introduce a bill; but objection being 
made, it was not received. ’ 

On motion by Mr. FREEMAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Anna ¢, De 
Neufville Evans, and A. B. Dawson, be taken from the files 
of the House, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


| Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, presented a memorial 

in regard te patents, and the draft of a law for the 

protection of patentees; which was referred to the 
Sommittee on Patents. 


On motion by Mr. MEADE, it was 


Ordered, ‘Phat the petition and papers of Samuel Jones 
| be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred © 
| the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. FLORENCE presented the petition of 

William Abbott, harbor-master, and Harman 

| Yerkes, master-warden, and others in the city o 

Philadelphia, and the pilots navigating the Dele- 

| ware bay and harbor, and other citizens of the 

| States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Del- 

| ware, praying for the erection of a pier and har- 

| bor to afford better shelter for vessels navigtliig 

| said bay; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


. Mr. CHANDLER asked the general conset 
of the House to offer resolutions; which were rea! 
for information, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House be and he » 
hereby authorized to cause such arrangement to be made 
in the interior of the Hall, as may be deemed necessary © 
the comfort and health of the members. Also, - 

Resolved, That tho Doorkeeper be and he is hereby = 
thorized to appoint an additional assistant, if he — 

| necessary to the proper execution of the duties of ™ 

| office. 

| “Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Tobject. 

| Mr.CHANDLER. Itisa privileged question, 
‘and I trust my friend will not object. Iam, *% 

many others are, doomed, by a species of lottery, 
|| to take a seat out here upon the SE 
civilization; but I will be well content with tha 
| distance if. 

| Mr. EVANS. [I call the gentleman te order. 


of 


| 
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} 
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j 
} 
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"Mr. CHANDLER. I will be well content to 
sony this a but I object to the hyperborean 


oecuy 


winds that blow in upon my back, and I ask some 
remedy for that. I do not like this attack in the 
rear. I beseech the House, therefore, to allow 
me the privilege of presenting resolutions which 
jok towards a remedy. W e are, day by day, 
auempting to pass laws here for putting money into 
this man’s and that man’s pocket, to the comfort 
end convenience of the people; but salis populi 
euprema est lex—the great law of the land is 
the health and comfort of the legislators. [Laugh- 
ter.] L hope, therefore, that it will be heard, and 
approved, and passed, . 
""fCries—“*L object !’’ #*I object !’’] 

Mr. CHANDLER. It seems to be an interior 


eontieman who objects. Is the first resolution 


objected tor 3 

Vries —*Nol”? “No ! 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution. 
~The first resolution was then read as above. 

Mr. SCURRY. I would inquire of the gen- 
‘eman from Pennsylvania, what he means by the 
comfort of the members? I do not understand it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I submit to the 
Chair, whether it is not a question of privilege? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is a question of privi- 
leve entirely, whether the House vote it down or 


Read the first 


; Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, It was decided 
by the Speaker of the last Congress, that the elec- 
tion of a Doorkeeper, which touched the organiza- 
tion of the House, was a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. That is very true; but the 
election of Doorkeeper is provided for by the rules 
of the House. 

Mr.STEPHENS. A proposition touching the 
health and comfort of the members is a privileged 
question, and, of course, overrides all others, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from 
Georgia. 

Mr. SCURRY. I have no’ doubt there are 
many heree—Whigs and Democrats—who would 
be desirous of getting friends to administer to their 
comfort; but | would like to know what comfort 
they would provide. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let me have only a word 
upon the second resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. C. then withdrew the resolution. 

The question was then taken on the first reso- 
lution, and it was adopted. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, presented a 
petition of citizens of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to make suitable provision for 
the erection of a line of telegraphs from Fort In- 
dependence to some eligible point on the Pacific 
coast; which was réferred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, of New York, presented the peti- 
tion of the supervisors and others of the towns in 
the county of Onondaga, New York, asking that 
bounty land may be granted to the officers, musi- 
tians, and privates of the twenty-seventh brigade 
of New York militia, who were ordered into the 
service October 25, 1814, and discharged on the 
2th November, at Sackett’s Harbor, one hundred 
miles from home; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, with instructions to in- 
quregnd report by bill or otherwise upon grant- 
ing bounty lands to the persons serving in the 
brigade mentioned in the petition, and to all who 
tendered service under similar circumstances. 

Mr. HASCALL gave notice that he will, to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent time, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to be entitled. ‘* An act to amend 
an act entitled * An act to reduce and modify the 
‘rates of postage in the United States, and for 
other purposes,’ *? approved March 3, 1851. 
_Mr. FULLER, of Maine, presented the peti- 
tion of Samuel Adams and others, with an ac- 
companying paper of Castine Hancock to himself, 
praying for the erection of a light-house on the 
island of Au-Haute, in Penobscot bay; which 
Was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
_Also, the petition of Hiram R. Nason, and other 
citizens of Crawford, Washington county, Maine, 
praying for the establishment of a post road 
through said town; which was referred to the 
Committee ow the Post Odice and Post Roads 


“Cries of *Leave!’’ **Leave!’’ ‘Go on!” “Go | 
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making a grant of 


| few words in explanation. It 
lected by the members of the last House that this 
bill passed the Senate, and was lost in this body, 
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ESSIONAL 


Mr. PENNIMAN submitted joint resolutions 


| of the Legislature of Michigan, relative to moneys 
advanced by said State to the United States, and 
for the amount paid by the State’ for expenses in- 
curred while a - 
torial boundary; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


erritory in maintaining the terri- 


Mr. BISSELL asked leave to introduce a bill 
wublic lands to the several 


States of the Union, for the benefit of the indigent 
insane. 


Objection being made, leave was not granted. 
Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the Postmaster General to legalize cer- 
tain contracts for the transportation of the mailin 


California and Oregon; which was read a first and 
second time by its ttle, 

Mr. O. said: As I intend to ask the House to 
put the resolution upon its passage, I will say : 


will be recol- 


ne moment of the adjournment, under a call 
for the previous question and the yeas and nays. 


| It authorized the Postmaster General to make pro- 
| posals for carrying the mail in California and Ore- 
| gon, the contracts to be opened and acted upen at 


San Francisco. Objection was then made, in con- 
sequence of the belief of some members that it 
would establish a sub-department of the Post Office 
in California. The Postmaster General, acting 
upon the supposition that the law would pass, had 
the advertisements made in California and Oregon, 
and ordered the contracts to be opened in San 


| Francisco; but the bill having failed in this House 


there was not time for readvertisement. The pro- 
posals consequently were opened at San Francisco, 


| and adopted, with the reservation indorsed upon 


the contracts that they conld be abrogated by the 
Department at any time it saw proper. The Post- 
master General states inhis report, that these con 
tracts have been made upon advantageous terms— 
much lower than those made previously. He does 
not ask that there shall be asub-department there, 


| but merely that these contracts thus entered into 


shall be legalized and continued until 1854, the 
same period as other contracts in the Northwest- 
ern and Southwestern division of themail contracts 
for the United States are to exist. The resolution 
does away with all the objections urged before the 
last House, and the legalization of these contracts 
saves the necessity of readvertisement and re- 
letting. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 


| grossed, and read a third time. 


- Subsequently, having been engrossed, it was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. OLDS moved that the vote by which the 
resolution was passed be reconsidered, and to lay 


| the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
| latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GORMAN, from the Joint Committee on 
Printing, reported a resolution providing for the 
printing of one hundred copies of the Journal and 


| documents of the House of Representatives in ad- 
| dition to the number now printed, to be deposited 


with the Secretary of State for distribution accord- 
ing to law. _ 
Mr. G. said he would make simply this re- 


| mark, that the Secretary of State addressed a letter 


to the Clerk of this House, informing him that the 


usual number of copies was insufficient, and would 


not supply theofficers of our four Territories with 
the public documents. 

The joint resolution was then read a first and 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed and read 


| a third time; and ua: having been en- 


grossed, was read a third time and passed. 
The SPEAKER stated that the next business 


in order was the unfinished business of yesterday; 
which was the resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Aicen,] providing 
bounty land to certain volunteers in the Florida 
war. The question immediately pending was upon 
the ieand for the previous question. 

Mr. ORR rose to a privileged question. He 
moved that when this House adjourns to-day, it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, moved that 
the House do now adjourn; whic 
rejected. 





GLOBE. — 


motion was 


| message was referred. 
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Mr. WALSH moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the pursose of taking up and considering the 
resolution relating to the workmen upon the Cap- 
itol, and upon that motien called for the yeas and 
nays; which call was subsequently withdrawn, 
and the motion rejected. 

Mr. SMART moved that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were called for, but not or- 
dered. 

[A message was received from the Senate, in 
forming the House that that body had passed the 
bill entitled ** An act to provide compensation to 


such persons as may be designated by the Secre 
‘tary of the Treasury to receive and keep the pub 
‘lic moneys, under the 15th section of the t of 
‘6th May, 1846, under the additional security re 

* quired by said act:’’ also, ** An act for the relief 
of Margaret L. W orth.’’} 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, requested to 
be permitted to suggest to the mover to withdraw 
his motion for adjournment until the President 
There 
matters in that document to 
mittees of the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and agreed to—ayes 88, noes 74. 

The House then adjourned until Monday. 


were important 


be refe rred to com 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


By Mr. FAULKNER: A bill to provide for the settle 
mentof claims against the United States. 


By Mr. PORTER: A bill to relinquish to the State of 
Mis:ouri the two per cent. of the net proceeds of the pub 
lic lands sold in said State since the 6th day of March, 


1220, and which have been heretofore withheld from enkd 
State. 

Also, a bill to grant to the State of Missouri the 
way and a portion of the public lands, to aid in the 
struction of a railroad from the city of St. Charles, 
Missouri river, to the northern limits of said State. 

By Mr. MILLER: An act entitled An act making an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Missouri riv 

By Mr. MILLSON: A bill making farther provision fos 
the satisfaction of Virginia military land warrants 


right of 
con 


on tire 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 


By Mr. FAULKNER: The petition of Isaac Fouke, ad- 
ministrator of Eli H. Carrell, of Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, 
praying relief on account of loss sustained by the purchase 
of a building at said place. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of James Greer, decensed, 
praying compensation for the use of a patent machine for 
boring gun-barrels atthe national armory at Harper's Ferry 

Also, the petition of Thomas Russell, a disabled mechanic 
at the National Armory at Harper’s Ferry, praying to be 
placed on the pension roll. 

By Mr. DAWSON: The petition of Edmund Réfe, of 
the second regiment of Pennsylvania volunteers in Mexico, 
praying for bounty land. 

Also, the petition of John R. Edie, heir « 
praying for commutation pay and interest 

By Mr. APPLETON, of Massachusetts: The petition of 
the Boston Marine Society, for restoration of the 


f John Edie, 


ight on 


| the Minot Ledge, in Massachusetts bay. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripar, December 19, 1851. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burrer. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the credentials of the 


Hon. Jouy I. McRag, appointed a Senator by the 
Governor of the State of Mississ ppl, to fill the 


vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon 


Jefferson Davis; which was read; and the oath 
' prescribed’ by law having been administered to 


Mr. MeRae, he took his seat im the Senate 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. MASON presented the petition of Thomas 


J. Page, praying compensation for services ren- 


dered as purser on board the brig 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of D. S. Ed- 


wards, Richard McSherry, and Elisha R. Kane 


medical officers in the Navy, praying to be placed 
en the same footing as to pay and allowance with 


the medical officers of the Army, during the time 


they served on shore with the army in Mexico; 


which was referred to the Committee on Nava 
Affairs. 
Also, a memorial of the assistant marshals fc 


taking the Seventh Census in King’s county, New 


York, praying additional compensation for thei 


services; which was referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary. 


y Dolphin, in the 
years 1849 and 1851; which was referred to the 
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Mr. MALLORY presented th 


e petition of Jas. 


P. Lightbourn, praying compensation for property { 


destroyed while in the occupation of the troops of 
the United States during the Florida war; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. DAWSON submitted additional documents | 


relative to the memorial of Jane Irwin; which 


were referred fo ea Gagne sn Sproumanery |) asked and obtained leave to bring in a joint resolu- | 


| tion, to establish certain mail routes in the State of | 


Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Squire 
Moon, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. NORRIS submitted additional documents | 
in relation to the claim of Israel Ketcham; which, | 


with his petition on the files of the Senate, were 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, it | 


was 


pany, On the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Noah Miller, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William R. Hallet, admin- | 


istrator of Joshua Kennedy, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 


Ordered, That Bryan Callaghan have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual message 


asrejates to the finances be referred to the Committee on 
Finance; that so much thereof as relates to naval affairs 


be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and that so | 
much thereof as relates to military affairs be referred to the || 


Committee on Military Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- | 
sage as relates tothe public lands be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands. 


On métion by Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s 2nnual mes- 


Rage as relates to the foreign reiations of the country be re- 
| 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. MANGUM gave notice of his intention to | 


ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of John 
B. Bryan, administrator of Isaac Garretson, de- 
ceased, late a purser in the United States Navy. 


ask leave to introduce a bill for making appropri- | 
ations for the improvement of certain harbors and | 


rivers. 
FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 


agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 


to furnish the Senate with any letters from officers of the | 
Navy on the subject of corporal punishment in the Navy, || 


and any code or codes of law or regulations which he may 
have had prepared for the better government of the Navy. 


CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to employ a clerk during the present Congress, to whom the 


usual per diem compensation shall be paid out of the con- | 


tingent fund of the Senate. 
FLORIDA CLAIMS. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to | 
the Senate the original record of examinations of witnesses || 
prepared bya “Board of Examiners,’ composed of General | 


Churchill, United States Army, and other officers, relative 
to sundry claims of citizens of Florida, and also the record 
of examinations of witnesses prepared by Major Thomas, 
United States Army, and other officers, on the same subject, 


which records were prepared by order of the War Depart- 


ment, and are now on file in said department. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL 





Ordered, That the memoria! of Clements. Bryan & Com- 


‘Institution for distribution, and two hundred 
‘ copies to Messrs. Foster and Whitney,”’ reported 


| that the same be printed; and the report was con- | 


curred in. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SEWARD, agreeably to previous notice, 


| 
tt 
| 
| 
' 


New York; which was read a first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 


F Mr. ATCHISON, agreeably to previous no- | to the Committee on Foreign Relations: 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for || 


the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of || 7? te Senate and House of Regresen Fabives 


Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. FISH, agreeably to previous notice, asked | 


the courts of the United States, in case of the 
sickness or other disability of the judges of the 
districts courts,’’ approved July 29, 1850; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and, 


with the accompanying papers, referred to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS FROM THE HOUSE. 


The joint resolution, providing for the binding || 
| of certain documents, was read a first and second 
|| time by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 


Printing. 
The joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster 


portation of the mail in California and Oregon, was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 


{ 


| 


_ of a democratic sone ve 


GLOBE. 


Dec. 


ee eeeeeeeeE————SE 


'* copies thereof be furnished to the Smithsonian ! 


is 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, December 20, 185]. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M,. Borer 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr, President, I present th 
etition of the Industrial Congress of the city of 
ew York, praying for the adoption by the Gq 
erment of the United States of a policy in its di 
plomatic relations with foreign Powers which shal 
favor all struggles for freedom worthy the ening 


The memorial, which is as follows, was referred 


0 the » 
States in Congress assembled: v Vette 


The Industrial Congress of the city of New York, dee ply 


| sensible of the benefits and blessings flowing from f; H 


. ; , ; | should extend to, and be enjoyed by, the entir 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill amendatory || . wa % 


|| of the act entitled ‘* An act to provide for holding || 


; ; Tee insti. 
tutions and republican government—the happy DOeatocien 


of the American people—are anxious that these blessings 

family 

man. y of 
-The last few years bave witnessed many manful effort 


| and heroic struggles on the part of the people of the Qj 


World, to cast off the yokes of despotism and monarchical 
government, and erect iu their stead forms of governimer, 
more in consonance with the principles of demoeratic jij. 


| erty. 


These struggles have not yet ceased. The fire of libe; 


| has not yet been quenched, but is burning with an intensity 
|| inthe bosoms of our European brethren equated only by tha 


which pervaded our fathers in America’s earlier career, 
The Industrial Congress esteem it the religious duty ofa 


|| people so fortunately situated as are the people of the Uyj. 


ted States, to manifest their sympathy and extend their aig 
in behalf of the depressed of other lands. It therefore re. 


| spectfully mémorializes your honorable bodies so to modify 

| the foreign policy of the Government of the United States 

| as to admit of a practical expression of sympathy and er. 

General to legalize certain contracts for the trans- || tens! ’ ¢ 

| vietims of European despotism as may hereafter desire ang 
require it. 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and || 


Post Roads. 


tension of aid, on the part of our people, in behalf of such 


In thus memorializing the Congress of the United States, 
the Industrial Congress would not be understood as seeki 


|| to involve our Government in foreign war, to infringe upon 


The joint resolution providing for the printing | 


of additional copies of the Journals and Public Doe- 
uments, was read a first and second time by its 
title, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; 
and no amendment being made, it was reported to 
the Senate. 


Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 
BILLS PASSED. 


| tional law. 


our treaties with other nations, nor to disturb our interna. 
On the contrary, we simply ask that in our 


| diplomatic relations with foreign Powers, a position shail 


be assumed and maintained in behalf of all strugglers for 


| freedom, worthy of a just, generous, and democratic people, 
| knowing that the assumption of such a position on the part 


of Government will be followed by a ready and hearty re- 
sponse from the citizens of the United States; and that this 
combination of sympathy for the oppressed cannot but be 


| instrumental in hastening the day when the entire human 
| race shall be delivered from the thraldom of monareliy and 


The following engrossed bills were severally || 


read a third time and passed: 


A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury || 


4 ; “tery : 1} issue gister to the brig Ada; 
Mr. MILLER gave notice of his intention to | to issue a register to the brig Ada; and 


A bill granting to the State of Mississippi the | 
right of way, and a donation of public land, for | 
the purpose of locating and coystructing a railroad | 


from Brandon to the eastern border of said State, 
in the direction of Montgomery, in the State of 


) ) || Alabama. 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of i] 


the oo order, viz: the resolution submitted by 
Mr. 
Bancer, as follows: 


A Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to be a 


definitive settlement of the question growing out of do- | 


mestic slavery. 
Be it enacted, That the series of measures embraced in 


despotism. 
In behalf of the Industrial Congress : 
H. A. GUILD, Secretary. 


Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of W. 
R. Nevins, praying an extension of his patent for 


| amachine for rolling and cutting crackers and bis- 


cuits; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Patents and the Patent Office. 


| 
! 


’ . i| 
ooTe, and amended on the motion of Mr. |! 


1 


} 
| 
| 
| 


the acts entitled “‘ An act proposing to the State of Texas | 


the establishment of her Northern and Western boundaries 
the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed 


by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims upon | Commerce. 


Mr. MORTON presented the petition of Daniel 


| Brister and others, praying compensation for prop- 
} 


| erty taken and destroyed by the Camanches and 
‘other Indian tribes;.which was referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of Charles 
Massey, jr., and other citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior 0 
1800; which was referred to the select comm 
on French Spoliations. ry 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizen 
of Maine, praying an appropriation for the eree 


| tion of a breakwater in Owl’s Head harbor, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee 0 


the United States, and to establish a territorial government || 


for New Mexico,” 


**An act to amend and supplementary to an act entitled ‘An 
act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping 


| from the service of their masters,’ approved February 12, 


approved September 9, 1850; ** An act | 
|| for the admission of the State of California into the Union,” | | 

approved September 9, 1850; ** An act to establish a terri- || 
| torial government for Utah,’’ approved September 9, 1850; 


1793,’ approved September 18, 1850; and ‘An act to sup- | 
press the slave trade in the District of Columbia,’ approved | 
September 20, 1850, commonly known as the ‘*‘ Compromise | 


, Acts,” are, in the judgment of this body, a settlement in || 
| principle and substance—a final settlement of the dangerous | 


and exciting subjects which they embraced, and ought to be | 


| adhered to by Congress until time and experience shall | 


demonstrate the necessity of further legislation to guard | 


| against evasion or abuse. 


| the Navy, and to be allowed the pay of 
| in the Navy during the time he 


Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Z. F. 
Johnston, an officer in the Navy, praying the 


| imbursement of certain expenses to w ich he was 


subjected in obeying an order of the Secretary ? 
a Captain 
discharged the du- 
ties of that office; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED: 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Rhodes, on th 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 0” 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


IRON REGION OF LAKE SUPERIOR. | Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, who was entitled 
_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- || to the floor, resumed and concluded the speech 
ing, to whom was referred the resolution of Mr. || commenced yesterday; the report of which is with- | 
Feicn, of the 18th instant, “that five thousand || held, at his request, for revision. [It will be pub- 
‘five hundred additional copies of the report of || lished in the Appenprx. 
‘ Messrs. Foster and Whitney, in relation tothe || Mr. HOUSTON next obtained the floor, but he || pesiti ‘d 
‘iron region of Lake Superior, Michigan, which || gave way to “ar: ass shy UNDERWOOD, it was 
‘was ordered to ee by the resolution of | Mr. RHETT, who desired to make a brief re- | ee pot be Poe of Mira M. Alexander, 00 
‘the Senate of the 13th March last, be printed || ply. He, however, also yielded to the request of | ‘ ” 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committev 0” 
* for the use of the Senate, and that three hundred enators. And the Senate adjourned. \ a _ , 


On motion by DODGE, of Iowa; it was 

Ordered, That John C. Sheldon have leave t0 withdra' 
his petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was — ; 

Ordered, That Albert Fitz have leave to withdraw 
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